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AUSTRALIA 
off to Argentina 


Scott McDonald screams for joy after scoring the golden goal against New Zealand that sent Australia to the World 
U20 Youth Championship in Argentina later this year. 


By John Economos 


ustralia’s Youth team, 

largely thanks to a life- 

saving ‘Golden Goal’ 
cored by striker Scott 
McDonald” If minutes into 
‘Sudden Death’ extra time, 
defeated New Zealand last 
Sunday night at Coffs 
Harbour to book their seats ter 
Argentina in June for the 
FIFA World Youth Cup 
Finals. 

Following a most gruelling 
crusade in the Cook Islands 
Where young Australia had to 
courageously battle cyclonic 
climatic conditions to ultimate- 
ly win their Group 2 pool of 
matches, Angie Postecoglou's 
young soldiers came through 
with flying-eolours. 

‘Two hurdles were left, both 
against the Kiwis in the two 
legged finals, 

Having lost the first leg in 
New Zealand by 2-1 last 
Wednesday night, it was always 
going to be extra tough for the 
Young Aussies to come back 
and qualify for Argentina. 

Last Sunday night the Young 
Australians plunged further into 
turmoil as the Kiwis unexpect- 
edly opened the score in the 
17th minute. 

Was Australia not going to 
make it to Argentina? The writ- 
ing was on the wall. 

Eight minutes from halftime 
Australia equalised through 
Sydney Olympic’s Greg Owens 
and ten minutes from fulltime 
pulled ahead 2-1 through a goal 
by classy defender, Ljubo 
Milicevic. 

That locked up the aggre- 
gates for both nations at normal 
fulltime, forcing the referee to 
order extra-time, 

But that unique fighting and 
unyielding spirit. that all 
‘Australian sporting teams seem 
to possess, suddenly surfaced to 


{ift the ‘Green and Gold’ to vie- 
tory, 

McDonald ‘did the job’ to 
ultimately grab all the airline 
tickets to Buenos Aires come 
June. 

Australia’s rookie and young 
coach, Postecoglou, together 
with his e need and most 
trusted istant, big Steve 
(‘Rocky’) O'Connor, have done 
a most magnificent job in lifting 
‘our nation’s Youth squad into 
the World Youth Cup Finals. 

A heavily relieved 
Postecoglou stated: “Our aim 


Angie Postecogl 
Australia’s Youth team 
coach. 


was to qualify for this World 
Cup, and from that point of 
view that’s what we've done, 
and I'm glad we're there, so 
yes, I'm a very relieved man,” 
ended an almost breathless 
Postecoglou. 

Yes Angie, and we are a 
relieved and most grateful 
nation. 

You, Steve and your entire 
squad have done Australia 
extremely proud, 

Huge Congratulations to all 
of you. 
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U-20 


Ljubo Milicevic: U/20 Socceroos’ skipper celebrating his goal 


against New Zealand. 


EURO CLUBS CHASE 
COSMOS’ RAKIC 


By GRAHAM Cot GRAHAM COOKE 


being chased by a number of leading clubs 
while taking part in trials in Europe, but is nev- 
ertheless expected back in Australia this week. 

Tt is likely he will be available for selection for 
Saturday’s home game against Wollongong Wolves, 
although what new coach Mike Milovanovic will make of 
his mid-season departure overseas is anyone's guess. 

Rakic has attracted the interest of the famous German 
club, Eintracht Frankfurt, for whom he played in a friend- 
ly last week. A number of other clubs would like to have 
the opportunity of checking him out, but a Source close to 
the player said it would be best for him to return home and 
complete his contract with the Cosmos. 

The source said there was a dispute over whether the 
20-year-old had given any warming to the Cosmos over his 
departure, saying that former coach Tom Sermanni had 
known about the plan and had advised against it on the 


Cx: Cosmos midfielder Andy Rakic is 


ustralia is 

the World Youth Cup, 

after a nail-biting finish 

_ to the second leg of the final 

OFC Qualifier. against New 

Zealand, in Coffs Harbour on 
Sunday night. 

The Young Socceroos need- 
ed extra time to beat their trans- 
‘Tasman rivals, with young strik- 
er Scott McDonald. providing 
the match-winner in the first 
period of extra time. 

New Zealand took an unex- 
pected lead in the 17th minute, 
captain Chris Killen on the end 
of a cross and beating keeper 
Jess Vanstrattan with a low shot. 
It was all Australian attack 

from there however, with the 
assault finally paying off in the 
37th minute, the ball played to 
‘Ahmad Elrich on the right wing, 
his cross finding Greg Owens 
waiting to slot the ball home. 
After several near misses, the 
Australians finally tied the 
aggregate score 2-I in the 80th 
minute, captain Ljubo Milicevic 
pushing the ball into the back of 
the net, after a goal-mouth 
scramble from a Greg Owens 


comer. 
With the full time score 2-1 to 
the Australian Under-20s - a 
replica of Wednesday night's 
first leg - the match went into 
extra time, with the Young 
Socceroos again dominating the 
play, and finally victorious, after 
Scott McDonald latched onto a 
pass from Luke Wilkshire, and 
made no mistake with a golden 
‘goal, 
“Our aim’ was to qualify for 


ground that Rakic was not match fit. 

However, Frankfurt were insistent that they wanted the 
player in Europe for medical tests and to see him perform 
in the flesh. 

Rakic’s National League season has been dogged by 
injury and suspension, the latest being an ankle ligament 
Strain sustained during a midweek friendly with touring 
Chinese team Ping An last month, 

Meanwhile, former Canberra striker Peter Buljan is 
making his mark in Brisbane, Strikers coach John 
Kosmina said. 

Buljan, who returned to Bruce Stadium a fortnight ago 
in the Brisbane line-up, got the ball into the net against his 
old club, only to see his effort disallowed for offside. 

‘He’s getting better week by week,’ Kosmina said. 
“When he left Canberra he went to Perth and that was a 
bad move because he spent most of his time sitting on the 
bench. 

“At Brisbane he is getting plenty of runs and is gradual- 
ly playing himself into form.” 


on at half time because we 
thought he would do a good job 
under the conditions, the wind 
and the rain, and he did the job, 
he caused a lot of problems, 
Michael Ferrante did well in the 
first half, but we neededbodies 
in the box, and big Josh is good 
at that. 


was postive that we would get 


SOCCEROOS 


THROUGH TO ARGENTINA 


this World Cup, and from that 
point of view that’s what we've 
done and I'm glad we're there, 
soyes, I'ma very relieved man,” 
said coach “Ange Postecoglou 
after the match, 


the goal we needed - it wasn’t 
like we were struggling, we 
were creating the chances, play- 
ing well, and we took the oppor- 
tunity when it came up,” 
Postecoglou continued. 

“It was a great little finish by 
Scott McDonald who worked 
hard all game under difficult 
conditions, the ball was wet, it 
wasn’t easy for the strikers to get 
into good positions, but he bat- 
ted through the ninety minutes 
plus, and it paid off. 

‘Australia will now represent 
Oceania at the 2001 World 
Youth Cup, to be held in 
Argentina, in June. ~ 


Morathon Sta Stadium goes multi-purpose 


on Friday March 9 and then United 


“We brought Joshua Kennedy 


“At fulltime, the whole camp 


home of the Newcastle 
Knights Rugby league team and 
Newcastle United Football Ciub 
will be fully extended over the 
next few months after the NRL 
kicked off a fortnight ago. 

Neweastle Knights and the 
Northern Eagles tore into each 
‘other inthe first round local derby. 

Marathon Stadium ground man- 
ager Neville Allen had eight days 
to tum the stadium around from 
Football to league after the match 
against the Kingz to the Beagles 
clash penultimate Sunday but only 
has five days to tum the complex 
around from League to Football for 
the United v Spirit match two 
weeks ago. 

A real test will come this week 
when the Knights play Parramatta 


in five days let alone 24 hours as 
will be the case this month. 

“We are well organised at the 
moment,” Neville Allen said. 

“We have extra staff arranged to 
come in and clean up the mess and 
‘my ground staff will be concentrat- 
ing on turing around the ground, 

“T've sought advice from the 
curators at Parramatta Stadium and 
Stadium Australia and they've 
given us the benefit of their know- 
edge and experiences from turning 


Tom Sermani: Cosmos ex-coach. 
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anberra Cosmos, like any 

other sporting team from the 

National Capital, will always 
have to do that little bit extra to make 
an impression, departing coach Tom 
Sermanni has said. 

In a reflective mood after his last 
game in charge —a 1-0 loss to Parramatta 
Power — he said a small population base 
and scarce resources did not bar a side 
from success. 

‘I think we have made progress and 


there are times when you have to step 
backwards from an individual result and 
take stock of just how much has been 
achieved,’ he said. 

‘The Cosmos are a team that play 
good, competitive football and have a lot 
of local talent — Stephen Kemp, who had 
his first NSL start against Parramatta, is 
just one example. 

‘I think I have left the team with a 
building base. Because of the problems 
we had in the last off-season we more or 
less had to begin again, but I believe we 
have got over that and brought stability 
to the club. 


‘Now it’s time for some new ideas and 
someone who can take the club on to the 
next level. Mike [Milovanovic] is a good 
choice as coach and I believe he has the 
ability to get more out of the current crop 
of players — believe me, there is still 
plenty of potential for improvement.” 

Sermanni said will always find time to 
check the Cosmos results wherever he is 
in the world. ‘I am very fortunate in that 
Thave never left any club under a cloud, 
but the Cosmos will always be particu- 
larly close tome, simply because of all 
the years I have been involved with soc- 
cer in Canberra.” 


aBsw (6) 


trikers, OSF quarrel over $.5m 


ay disatyl Glenn Davis “stblishing a course that is 


extremely dangerous to a 
company which it owns 20 
bitter feud between per cent 
the Brisbane "All this is happening at a 
Strikers and the time when the soccer com- 
Queensland Soccer munity in Brisbane should be 
Federation is set to turn celebrating the success of 
even uglier following reve- four young players chosen in 
lations the national league he World Youth Under 20 
club could soon be hit with 


championship. 

"Tt seems the QSF is intent 
on destroying a structure 
which is the envy of every 
state." 

Sections of the Brisbane 
soccer community believe 
there's been a concerted cam- 
paign for over twelve months 
to undermine the Strikers 
place in next year's restruc- 
tured competition to create a 
place for a new Queensland 


a $314,000 bill for Perry 
Park maintenance and 
other costs. 

However, the Strikers, 
highly suspicious of the 
QSF's motives, are set to 
counter any QSF claim for 
alleged outstanding monies 
with a $400,000 bill against 
the QSF for outstanding pay- 
ments in accordance with 
various agreements between 
the two bodies. 


team. 

Under the agreements, However, QSF President 
both the Brisbane Strikers ‘Tony Petty, a former 
and the QSF have certain  Brishane Strikers chairman, 
obligations to each other. has denied this saying he was 


"The real purpose of the 
actions taken by the QSF 
board is difficult to under- 


not “trying to hijack the 
Strikers” although his béard 


Pe - has been accused of having a 
stand," Striker's chairman conflict of interest by 
Ross Melville said. Melville. 


"One would have to seri- 
‘ously question the motives of 
the administration of a body 
which appears tobe intent on 


A meeting between the 
Strikers and the QSF was 
scheduled for yesterday 
(Tuesday) to try to resolve 


BRONDOLINO 
CALLS FOR UNITY 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ito congratulate new chairman of Soccer 
Australia Tony Labbozetta on his election and 
called for unity. 

"Td like to congratulate Tony (Labbozetta) on his elec- 
tion, It was a hard and difficult fight," Brondolino said. 

"As far as the future is concerned, I'm happy to work 
with him and sit down with him in the interest of the game. 
T'm certain we can work together," he said. 

Since it was a secret ballot and the results were 
destroyed immediately after the votes were cast and the 
outcome determined, the full truth or facts will never be 
known, whether Mel- 
bourne clubs Melbourne 
Knights and South Mel- 
bourne failed to vote for 
Brondolino. 

Both clubs have neither 
confirmed nor denied the 
events surrounding their 
votes. 

"Tt was a secret ballot. 1 
could not confirm either 
way, I don't know to be 
honest. We had an open 
mind to the very end,” 
Knights general manager 
Robert Hrzic said. 

"Both guys have their positives. The numbers swayed 
Tony's (Labbozetta) way, whether that's right or wrong 
time will tell. 

"It would have been nice to have had a Victorian power- 
broker in a Sydney-backed Soccer Australia, but the stake- 
holders, including the NSL clubs, didn’t see it that way and 
voted the other way," he said. 

"T can't comment on that. I can't divulge who we voted 
for," South Melbourne general manager Damien Phillips 
said. 

"Who says we did (not vote for Brondolino)? It’s all 
speculation, The vote was private and confidential and we 
did what we needed to do. 

"At the end of the day no-one is going to know who we 
voted for and that's the way it remains," he said. 


D== candidate Joe Brondolino was the first 


Joe Brondolino 


Strikers and the QSF has 


floodlights at Perry Park. that runs the Strikers, the 
The QSF tumed the lights Strikers Football Club Pty intensified. 
out over an alleged non-pay- _ Lid, had the locks changed Board room bickering also 
ment of an electrcity bill. on the Perry Park floodlights has intensified in recent 
Now, in a new attack on to prevent the club access to weeks as the announcement 
the Strikers, QSF general power prior io their national date for the revamped nation- 
manager Steve Wilson con- league match —_against al league draws near. 
firmed they could soon be Canberra last month. Sources insidt~ soccer's 
slapped with a massive main- ‘Strikers’ secretary Ray inner sanctum say former 
tenance bill for the upkeep of Evans said the club had tried long standing QSF President 
Perry Park as well as other to settle that account last Wally Dann, who was elect- 
costs. December but had not heard ed federation treasurer at last 
"I was instructed by my _ back from the QSF. year's annual general meet- 
chairman (Tony Petty) to go The Strikers _ believe ing, has been targetted in a 
back to the start of the agree- switching the Perry Park boardroom vendetta since his 
ments between the Strikers lights off and the impending election win. ~ 
and the QSF in October 1998 maintenance bill is another Dann was unavailable for 
diate and lift all expenses associat- means to harm their bid for a é Fe a board meeting last month 
John Kosmina: ed with Perry Park," Wilson place in next year's Steve Wilson: QSF and in his absence a vote of 
Brisbane Striker coach. _ said. revamped NSL, which will General Manager. no-confidence was passed in 
their differences. Petty was unavailable for be streamlined from 161012 He subsequently led a him although it's understood 
Relations between the comment but Wilson said the teams. reform group to win the pres- NOt to have been unanimous. 
QSF and the Brisbane amount in question totalled Petty was a former jidency at last December's Dann is expected to take 


$314,000 for maintenance, Strikers 
fuel, salaries and other costs. 
The QSF, a 20 per cent 


shareholder of the company 


Strikers hit an all-time low 
recently after the QSF 
refused the national league 
club from training under 


chairman but 
resigned in a confidential set- 
tlement after a shareholder's 
row was settled out of court. 


ing. 


QSFs annual general meet- 


Since the new board was 
elected distrust between the 


the matter to the Council of 
Clubs, who have the power 
to overturn the board deci- 
sion, when it meets in April. 


get a 5,000-plus crowd on Friday. If 
not well be reviewing it," Knights 
spokesman Tonci Prusac said. 

The fact that coming weekend is a 
long weekend, with Monday being 
Labor Day, a public holiday in 


By Bert van Bedaf 


he Melbourne Knights will 
Te their NSL match against 

Sydney Olympic on Friday 
night instead of Sunday. 

Last fortnight’s blockbuster against 
South Melbourne, played on Friday 
night in front of more than 7,000 spec- 
tators, has encouraged the club to con- 
sider switching its home matches to 


role in the Knights think- 
ing, but apart from that the (4 
club is genuinely r 
considering moving 

its remaining fixtures 


Fridays for the rest of the season. to Fridays. 
"We're embarking on a bit of an "A lot of people 
experiment. The match against South decide to come 


Melbourne on Friday night was very 
successful. Playing under lights gives 
a better atmosphere and we got good 
feedback from the match (which the 
Knights won 4-0). We'd be happy to 


straight from work. - 
For the younger crowd it is a great 
start to the weekend, while older peo- 
ple prefer Friday nights because it 
leaves them Sundays to spend with 


KNIGHTS BANK ON GOOD 


SS) 


family,” Prusac said. 

Meanwhile, Socceroos defender 
Steve Horvat has returned to 
Melbourne after the 3-2 loss to 
Colombia in Bogota last week. 

But the international might find it 
difficult to slot back into the 

Knights defence, where 
captain Andrew Marth 
has taken up a sweeper 
or stopper role. 
Horvat might be finding a 
place for the injured 
Anton Kovacic, who 
received a bad Knock 
against Sydney United 
last Sunday, Defender Ransford 
Banini is still suffering from a ham- 
string injury and out of the side, 

‘The Knights played with two strik- 


FRIDAYS 


ve Earthquakes are said to be interested in 


ers against United. Visa-player Toto 
Da Costa was rested after receiving a 
knock on the neck against South 
Melbourne, He may be available for 
the match against Olympic. 

The Knights are unclear aboot 
Horvar’s future, either at the club or 
regarding an overseas transfer, 

Horvat trialed at Dutch first divi- 
sion club FC Utrecht before going to 
Bogota, The Dutch club said it would 
consider him at the end of the NSL’ 
season. 

But Horvat is also said to be in the 
running for a spot with a USA club in 
the Major Soccer League. Both, the 
New York Metrostars and San Jose 


him. 


he draws for the 2001 FIFA 
Tos World Championship, to 
be held in Spain and featuring 
Oceania champions Wollongong 
Wolves, will be finalised tonight at 
10pm Australia’s time, Tuesday 6th 
March, 
“Club delegates representing the par- 


Matt Horsley: Wolves inants in this year’s championship and 


captain. 


Eastern Suburbs 


ell it’s that time of 
year again and 


Age groups include under 6s 
right up to over 35s. 


if you are interested in play- 
ing, the office can point you 
in the right direction. 


play and have 
some spare time, or 
if playing is not for you, 


we're all getting The © womens on $i 
ready for the start of the sea- competition looks Ke ww 
son. Clubs are busy register- especially strong S 
ing but some are still short to this season. 
make up certain age groups. _If you already 


FIFA officials gathered in the Spanish 
city of La Coruna to decide the three 
groups of four teams and inspect the var- 
ious stadiums to host the matches. 

The draw will be conducted at 
12noon, Spanish time (10pm AEST) . 

Wollongong Wolves are joined in the 
tournament by champions from the other 
football Confederations, with illustrious 


Soccer F.A. Update 


we have referee and coaching 
courses that are about 
to start. Places are 
limited so get in 
quick. 
The season kicks 
of on the weekend 
of March 24 & 
25th, the Juniors 
clubs met last night 


’ OPPONENTS: 
EMERGE TONIGHT 


names such as Boca Juniors (Argentina), 
Palmeiras (Brazil), Real Madrid and 
Deportivo La Coruna (Spain) and Los 
Angeles Galaxy (USA). 

The tournament will be contested 
between 12 clubs “in two cities (La 
Coruna and Madrid) during July 29 and 
August 12, with future championships 
scheduled for 2003 and 2005. 


Monday the Sth of March, and’ 
the Senior clubs meeting is on 
Monday the 12th of March. 

Meeting start 7.30pm at the 
Kensington Bowling Club 
(corner of the Day Lane and 
Barker St, Kingsford). 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


BS-TV tomorrow 
morning, (Wednesday) 
will bring us the Live tele- 
cast of the Champions 
League clash between Real 
Madrid and Leeds United 
in Group D, direct from the 
Bernabeu Stadium in 
Madrid, 

This Live telecast is 
exclusive to SBS for free- 
to-air television. 

‘The telecast will kick off 
at 6.30am (all centres) Live 
to NSW, ACT, Victoria and 
Tasmania whilst for 
Queensland, South 
Australia and Western 


8 


JERTH GLORY’s 

dynamic strike duo, 
Bobby Despotovski and 
Damian Mori, have to date 
between them scored 26 
goals, (13 each), of their 
team’s overall tally of 50 in 
21 matches, 

Last Friday night 
against the Kingz over in 
Christchurch, the super 
intelligent — Despotovski 
grabbed another goal to 
draw leyel alongside the 
strongly built Mori, 

Both are a credit to the 
Glory, 

But far more important- 


Mark Viduka; Leeds United's star striker to clash 


with the Spaniards. 


Australia. it’ will be a 
delayed screening. 

This match will give the 
Australian fan/viewer, the 
golden opportunity to see 
two Australian super-stars, 
Mark Viduka and Harry 
Kewell in action against 
international club opposi- 
tion. 

The crack Spanish side is 
the current European Club 
Champion that has on its 
‘team-sheet? super-stars 
such as Raul, the wonder- 
fully industrious Steve 
McManaman plus the 
planet’s most expensive 
player, Luis Figo. 

As for ace-striker Raul, 
he’s in real hot form as he 
proved yesterday when he 
scored a delightful ‘double? 
that enabled Real to draw 
2-2 with passionate arch 
enemies Barcelona at the 
Bernabeu Stadium in the 
Spanish League. 

@ 


IELSTRA, (as was 
prempted by ‘Good Oil” 
last week), has come into 
Soccer with a $5 million 


qelstra 


sponsorship deal stretching 
over five years. 

This substantial cash-box 
has been targetted for the 
National Soccer League, but 
a full disclosure is as yet to 
be made by Soccer Australia. 


ly, is the Glory’s midfield 
quartet that have made 
sure that they have kept up 
a quality of ball-service to 
their twin ace-marksmen, 
Other quality strikers do 
exist in the League, but can 
only sit back and watch in 


30th that will be staged joint- 
ly by Japan and Korea. 

There are two types of 
Team Specific Tickets. 

a) “Conditional Series 
Tickets”. This series gives 
the fan access to tickets in 
the FIFA World Cup final 
competition until his or hers 
team is eliminated. 


b) “Fixed Series 


2092 
FIFA WORLD CUP 


KOREAJAPAN 


Tickets”. This series extends 
to the fan a guaranteed ticket 
to all purchased rounds of the 
final competition, including 
the Final match, regardless 
whether his or her chosen 
team progresses from round 
to round. 

Ticket application forms 
are accessible on-line at 
either : 
www.FIFAworldcup.com, 
or 
www.soccer 
australia.com.au, or via: 
2002. FIFA World Cup, 
Ticketing Bureau, phone 
44 870 123 2002, 

Fax: 44 870 124 2002. 
E-mail: Sales@fifa-tickets. 
com 

Internet: 

www. FIFAworldcup,com 


Damian Mori: The NSL's joint-top-goalscorer. 


awe, wishing that their own 

midfielders would serve up 

the same quality of supply. 
eoee 


ORLD CUP 2002 

tickets are now on sale 
with FIFA having designed a 
new type of ticket for fans 
around the world. 

The new ‘Team Specific 
Tickets’ (TST), give the fans 
the opportunity to buy tickets 
to see their team all the way 
through to the Final, should 
that team ultimately quali- 
fies. 

The 2002 World Cup 
finals blast off on May 30th 
through to the Final on June 


eoce 

FFICIALS operating 

the WIN Stadium, (the 
Wollongong Wolves’ home 
ground), should take an 
immediate crash course in 
Public Relations and 
another course, (if there is 
one), on just how to handle 
the media. 

Here we must point out 
that this official was not a 
member of Wollongong 
Wolves’ personnel, but a 
staff member of the 
Ground’s Trust. 

Last Tuesday night when 
the Wolves played their 
deferred match against the 
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Northern Spirit, almost the 
entire Soccer media from 
Sydney fronted down the 
South coast for this impor- 
tant game. 

At least seven journos 


from Sydney travelled 
down to the Stadium and 
crammed into the tiny 
media cabins that already 
were almost full with peo- 
ple from the Illawarra 
region. 

To say that it was warm 
in these little media cabins 
would be a gross under- 
statement. 

Sauna rooms would be 
more accurate, 

Remember, it was a 
Tuesday night-what one 
would normally call a 
‘Dead Night’, yet a most 
pleasing crowd of almost 
6,000 fans turned up for the 
event, 

It was an extremely hot 
and humid evening and the 
little media rooms were 
now jammed packed with 
the Sydney journos trying 
to squeeze in with the local 
media. 

By kick off time the 
media area had at least 16 
people crammed in, 

Remember it was a very 
hot night and with so many 
bodies crammed into such 
a small section, tempera- 
tures went through the 
roof. 

Prior to kick-off, a'small 
crate of soft drinks had 
been brought up to the 
media area—enough to 
cater for about six people— 
not 16. 

The drinks disappeared 
(or was it evaporated), 
within seconds. - 


With most of the blokes 
still dying of thirst, a 
request was made for more 
drinks. 

Some minutes later, an 
angry Trust official, (and 
somewhat rudely), raced 
up the stairs and burst into 
the media room and started 
questioning, as well as 
counting the journos in the 
area. 

“Where did all you guys 
come from?” he spat out. 


He then left in a some- 
what hostile mood and 20 
minutes later another small 
crate of soft drinks 
appeared to partly quench 


G! 


Soccer journalist last 
Sunday night, unfortu- 
nately, got it all wrong 
when he actually ques- 
tioned Marconi’s coach 


ett 


Lindsay Wilson: 50th cap for Olympic, 


the thirst of the Soccer 
writers, 

‘Good Oil’ questions, 
would this same official 
carry on like this had it 
been the Rugby League 
media covering St George 
Illawarra’s home game? 

Wake up fellas. 

Soccer paid your wages 
last Tuesday night. 

ecco 
INDSAY WILSON, 
Sydney Olympic’s 
mobile right wingback, 
played his 50th game for the 
Sydney Club last Sunday 
night against Marconi. 
eoce 


Eddie Krneevic, why his 
mobile striker, Archie 
Thompson, after being 
subbed, stormed straight 
into the dressing rooms 
instead of going over to sit 
on the Marconi bench? 

Krneevic, who already 
was steaming after his team 
had just lost the match, (1- 
0), in the last 60 seconds, as 
well as his team having 
been deniet a very late and 
blatant penalty when his 
midfielder Christian Care 
was barrelled in Olympic’s 
box, most surprisingly kept 
his cool to the unfortunate 
silly question, 

Calmy, Krneevic 
explained to the unin- 
formed journo that one, 
Thompson had just arrived 
back with the national 
team from South America 
only the day before, and 
two, Thompson not only 
was still jet-lagged, but had 
arrived back into Australia 
with a virus, 

It’s no mystery that the 
pacey striker wanted to 
shower quickly, get dressed 
and quickly go home to 
climb straight into bed, 
where he really should have 
been, even before the 
match kicked.off_against 
Sydney Ol; 


oe 
YDNEY OLYMPIC last 
Thursday signed up 20 
year old Andrew. Packer till 
the end of this season, from 
the now defunct Carlton, 
Prior to joining the 


Eddie Krncevic: Angry with question, but still kept 


his cool. 


= 


Victorian side, Packer was 
with the Brisbane Strikers. 
Following Carlton's col- 
lapse from the NSL, Packer 
scooted off for England 
where he trialed with Aston 
Villa. = 
Packer, a left sided mid- 
fielder, played for Australia’s 
Under 17s five years ago. 


FOR ABSW 
ADVERTISING, 
CALL JOHN, 


DIRECT ON 
(02) 9744 6984 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


AVID MASON, the 
Northern Spirit’s effi- 
cient media-man, informs 
us that the Club’s website is 
at last up and running. 
The site is located on 
www.northernspirit.com.a 
w and carries all the latest 
information on the team. 
Previews for the Spirit’s 
coming games may also be 
found on this site which 
will carry head coach 
Mickey Hickman’s com- 


Friday week. 

Very briefly to recap, 
“Good Oil’ stated in the last 
edition, that these two 
Sydney stations, despite the 
fact that last Friday week no 
less than five vital NSL 
matches were played, not 
‘one single result was broad- 
cast on their hourly news 
bulletins. 

And this situation continued 
right through till 2 am when 
your columnist gave up moni- 
toring the news broadcasts. 


Mickey Hickman: The Spirit's head coach on 


the web. 


ecco 

64-1 00D OIL it seems, 

has upset a few peo- 
ple at Soccer Australia last 
week when we reported the 
absolutely appalling, (in fact, 
disgraceful), service given to 
Soccer by two major Radio 
networks in Sydney last 


By Bert van Bedaf 


lhe election of NSL 

chairman Tony 

Labbozetta as chair- 
man of Soccer Australia 
has caused serious divi- 
sions in Melbourne, where 
the two NSL clubs are said 
not to have voted for Joe 
Brondolino, _Victoria's 
commissioner on the SA 
board and the only other 
candidate in a bruising 
election. 

It would have been the 
first time a Victorian would 
have been elected chairman 
of Soccer Australia. 

Manny Galanos, the chair- 
man of the Victorian Soccer 
Federation, slammed the 
clubs for not voting for 
Brondolino. 

"So-called — democracy 
took place. Had the numbers 
stuck, Joe (Brondolino) 
would have been chairman. 
Clearly, our sources indicat- 
ed had Melbourne Knights 
and South Melbourne voted 


Well if we are going to get 
into a real fight, let’s get 
things really straight once 
and for all. 

Point 1... ‘Good Oil's’ 
attack of course , was not on 
the radio networks, but on 
the NSL itself, if not the 
management team at Soccer 


VOTE DIVIDES 
_ VICTORIA 


for Joe, he would be chair- 
man of Soccer Australia," 
Galanos said. 

Ironically, the stakehold- 
ers elected a pro-Brondolino 
man, South-Australian Les 
Avory, on the board of com- 
missioners by one vote 
before they voted for the 
chairmanship. 


"If the numbers (electing 
Avory) had stuck, Joe 
(Brondolino) would have 
gotten over the line (in the 
election for chairman). But 
those votes didn't include 
South Melbourne and 
Melbourne Knights and 


Australia. 
Point 2... The attack was 
NOT on the bloke employed 
by the NSL whose job is sup- 
posed to entail bouncing out 
all the NSL results immedi- 
ately after the matches are 
played, because he actually 
DOES bounce them out. 

And this bloke does it 
most diligently, rain, hail or 
shine. 

That bloke’s name is a 
Gary Moretti who executes 
his job with a real passion for 
the game. 

Point 3.... Whilst Moretti 
is bouncing out NSL results, 
(and well on time), apparent- 
ly some radio networks 
chose NOT to relay them out 
on their respective transmit- 
ters to their listeners. 

Point 4... If that is the 
case, (Which it is), that means 
trouble, and that’s where the 
‘heavies’, (management), 
must immediately swing into 
combat mode. 

Point 5... Moretti is just a 
‘soldier’, and a good one. 
But he’s not a ‘general’ to 
carry weight. 

Point 6... We also pointed 
out in our last edition, that if 
the NRL, AFL or even the 
AR.U. copped such sick 
treatment by the electronic 
media, the ‘Chief Guns’ of 
those codes would not sit 
back and tolerate it. 

That’s what ‘Good Oil's’ 
attack was all about. 

Soccer Australia, and the 
NSL, couldn't see, or under- 
stand, our very strong and 
vividly clear point. 


accordingly Joe lost the 
vote," Galanos said. 
"Even when the stake- 
holders saw the board was in 
favor of Joe, they still didn't 
have the common sense or 
the decency to vote for a 
chairman who could work 
with his board. They didn’t 
do that. They voted for a 
chairman that the commis- 
sion was hostile towards. It 
is disappointing. We came 
very close. But close enough 
isn't good enough," he said. 
The Soccer Australia 
board of commissioners now 
runs four to one in favor of 
Brondolino, leaving 
Labbozzeta without a major- 
ity of votes. Avory and Bill 
Walker (Northern NSW) 
replaced John Barker and 
Basil Scarcella as commis- 
sioners, joining Greg Woods 
(NSW) and Brondolino on 
the reform ticket. 
Labbozetta's remaining sup- 
porter on the board is Chery! 
Bart. The new board meets 
for the first time on Saturday, 
March 10. 


But it seems our readers 
do. 

During last week, ABSW 
received no less than 17 calls 
from irate readers, (mainly 
within NSW), clearly stating 
their feelings being synony- 
mous with ‘Good Oil’s’. 


However one such 
caller/reader, was a Mr Jim 
Poulos from Adelaide. 


Mr Poulos not only whole 
heartedly agreed with what 


‘Good Oil’ stated, but 
wished to express his griev- 
ance that the very same 
bloody situation is happening 
over in South Australia with 
both radio and television net- 
works, 

The NSL has done no 
marketing or promotions for 
the League and its member 
clubs for more than five 
years. 


Alan Hunter: 
Ex-Sydney United 
coach. 


SYDNEY UNITED 
FIRE HUNTER 


‘ing player and stalwart 
‘Velimir Kupresak has been 


‘Alan was advised of the 
decision after training last 
week Monday after which all 
the senior players were nati 
fied. 


The Board believes the 
‘current first grade squad is 
‘capable of securing a top six 
position and the decision 10 


term future of the Club. 


When ‘Good Oil’ ques- 
tioned this very point about 
marketing and promotions 
with an officlal at Soccer 
Australia late last year, 
whilst smiling, he arrogantly 
stated: “We don’t have to. 

“You guys, (the media), do 
itall for us.” 

What an absolutely dis- 
graceful, and ignorant 
answer to cop back. 

The media’s duty is to 
REPORT.....Not_ to PRO- 
MOTE or Market. 

If Soccer Australia and the 
NSL wants to be respected 
by the media, (electronic 
included), they must fight for 
this respect, and not just sit 
back and do nothing, like has 
been done. 

Well last Sunday night the 
same two Sydney radio sta- 
tions DID give NSL results, 
(no, that should read 
RESULT). 

The Stations gave only the 
one score, that of Canberra 
Cosmos vs Newcastle 
United. 

That scoreline by the way 
was 24 hours late as that fix- 
ture was played of course on 
Saturday. 

Meanwhile, not ONE sin- 
gle result was given from the 
THREE NSL matches that 
were played on Sunday 
night. 

Not one. Here we go 
again, 

As we ended on this very 
‘same subject last week, again 
we are forced to do the same. 

‘Wake up Soccer Australia. 
You are there to serve the 


Michael Urukalo: Sydney Olympic’s Youth 
team coach. 


game. Serve it. 

The Clubs, the players, the 
coaches and most important- 
ly, ‘Joe Public’, have all had 
agutful, 


@ 
YDNEY OLYMPIC’s 
Youth team, coached by 
Michael Urukalo, will trav- 
el to Malaysia in May to 
play four exhibition match- 
es. 

Urukalo some years ago 
coached Club side Johor in 
the Malaysian Soccer 
League with great success, 
winning the Championship 
as well as the Cup Final. 

Having still retained 

strong contact with the 
Malaysians, Urukalo has 
been able to arrange games 


for his Olympic Youth team 
to play against Malaysia’s 
National Under 20s and 
Under 23s, plus a game 
against Johor. 

It’s envisaged that these 
matches will take place in 
the capital Kuala Lumpur 
and Johor whilst the 
Malaysian National League 
takes a break for the 
Merdeka tournament. 

This tour is a historic 
first for Sydney Olympic. 

The Olympic Youth team 
to assist in financing the 
tour, will stage an ‘Asia 
Tour Fundraising Dinner’ 
on Saturday 31st March at 
the ‘Mediterranean House’ 
in Five Dock. 


LG BILL TURNER CUP 


600 Schools Indicat 


By: Stan Holland 


ver six hundred 
schools will line up 
for another season 


of the Bill Turner Cup 
2001, already covering an 
area from north of Cairns 
down the eastern seaboard 
to North East Victoria and 
out west to Broken Hill, 

At the moment over 250 
schools from NSW and 
Northern NSW plus two 
from the always enthusiastic 
North East Victoria have 
entered for 2001. 

During the west we were 
able to secure a few interest- 
ing thoughts from Bill 
Turner who has been recoy- 
ering from a severe bout of 
sickness. 

We asked how his execu- 
tive related to Soccer 
Australia and the present 
criticism being levelled 
against them. He was quick 
to put our question in per- 
spective. 

“For starters we are only a 
small cog in a very large 


wheel. Who are we to pontif- 
icate about Soccer Australia? 
Under Basil Scarsella and his 
“team they have made consid- 
erable recovery in the last 
few years and more recovery 
could be expected. 

As good suggestions, pro- 
posals and recommenda- 
tions, preferably written, 
were received instead of 
repeated criticisms progress 
would be inevitable. 

“Soccer Australia officials 
have for years recognised 
and endorsed the Bill Turner 
Cup for the help it has given 
young players. At no time do 
we claim that lads who have 
played in our competition 
and now grace the world 
stage are there because of us. 
How presumptuous that 
would be. 

Of course talent scouts are 
often seen at the matches and 
provided they do not inter- 
fere with the running of the 
games, they are most wel- 
come. 

“With LG Electronics, 
Soccer Australia has jointly 
swung in with our compeli- 


e Interest 


tion. Tony Labozetta, David 
Woolley and others, person- 
ally expressed to me last year 
in Sydney their overwhelm- 
ing support, with the hope 
for further expansion into 
other state. It is a big concept 
but the framework is in 
place. 

“Representatives from 
Soccer’ Australia attended the 
2000-Final Series including 
the delightful promotions 
lady Michelle Arthur. Jim 
Selby again was there with 
the Managing Director of LG 
Electronics, Mr Christopher 
Kim. 

“Our association with 
Soccer Australia, a number 
of the State Federations, the 
Referees Federation and Mr 
Kim and LG Electronics has 
indeed been most reward- 
ing.” 

The Cup and Trophy 
would commence near the 
end of Term One and would 
conclude on Tuesday, 11 and 
Wednesday 12, September at 
the Eagles Soccer Club. 


oa 


Y 
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corner. 


the season. 


EYiPattiven necee 


twasaracetotheend . 
I: the line, South 1 ound tvo. 
Melbourne defender 
Steve Josifidis chased 
Melbourne Knights strik- 
er Toto Da Costa to the 

edge of the box. 

The Angolan-born 
import shrugged off his 
Opponent and struck the 
opening goal past ’keeper 
Michael Petkovic with an 


and kept his place. 


Young 


clashed with New Zealand 


eR 


David Huxley: Sidelined by hamstring injury. 
By Otto Bader 


‘OLVES’ midfield schemer Dino Mennillo, a 
favourite with the fans, promised to stay out of the 
referee's book in future. 

Being send-off twice this season, he made the starting 
line-up due to the absence of Scott Chipperfield and is 
determined to show his best side and form. 

He is aware the referees will be keeping an eye on him 
and perhaps punish him harshly for any infringement 
more than others, The Wolves pack looks well equipped 
and Mennillo is looking forward to travel to Spain with 
the boys, free of injuries and or suspensions. 


HE, CLUB'S Youth team striker LEIGHAL DEL- 
LIS will miss a few games, gone to England for sev- 
eral weeks trials with Ipswich Town and Coventry City. 
His present coach Eddie Tesoro thinks highly of the 
youngster, saying he has scored eight goals this season. It 
isa sign of soccer’s world wide appeal and possible fame 
that youngsters are trying for the “big time” and rich 
rewards if they can prove their worth. 


SIGNED to attract additional spectators, this cam- 
‘paign has proved successful. Buying groceries at 
Woolworth any branch in Iawarra entitles the fans to an 


outside left shot into the far 


Tosifidis lay defeated in 
the Somers St grass. It was- 
n't his day. South coach 
Mike Petersen replaced him 
with Simon Colosimo at 
half time and his side lost 
4-0. It was the club’s sec- 
ond and biggest defeat of 


The last time South lost 
was 1-0 against Perth Glory 


Tosifidis did his knee. He 
tore a ligament and missed 
more than eight weeks. 
lost my place,” he said. 

In his place came the 
young and exciting Patrick 
Kisnorbo, who impressed 


Kisnorbo is with the 
Socceroos, 


son, 


a 


over the weekend in the 
final Oceania qualifiers for 
the World Youth Cup under 
former South coach Ange 
Postecoglou, who now is 
national youth coach. 
losofidis, however, does 


who 
said. 


additional admission tickets to the Wolves home games. 
At the last week night game against Northern Spirit 
the ticket boxes were run much more smoothly than 
experienced before and all fans arrived on time for kick- 
off, 


'OLLONGONG WOLVES? coach Ron Corry is 

troubled with several key players carrying 
injuries. Midfield strong man David Huxley not only 
picked up his fourth yellow card but is also hindered by 
a hamstring injury which forced him off the 
field early last Tuesday, a sorry sign 
since Huxley has been a tower of 
strength in the Wolves defence. 

Dino Mennillo suffered a similar 
injury and is in doubt for the next 
encounter. — Socceroo Scott 
Chipperfield is still out due to inter- 
national duty, The coach might have 
to change his formation but has amble 
depth to fill all position with different 
players having to adopt various posi- 
tions which they normally do not occupy. 

Coming games are not easy and the team has to 
show character to survive the onslaught. Luckily 
marksman Sasho Petrovski is available and will add 
formidable strike force. 


'HE DRAW for round 1 kick-offs Saturday 24/3, — 
the Youth Cup runs parallel — starting times 12.30 
‘Youth teams and 2.30 seniors. 

‘The Bampton Cup was introduced in Iawarra in 1973 
—now in it’s 28th year — in honour of long serving soc- 
cer Illawarra treasurer and Life Member Bert Bampton, 
involved in soccer administration since 1943. 

Last year’s winner in the seniors was Kemblawarra 
and in Youth Grade Lysaghts. The draw for the first 
round is with Youth Grade named first = Warilla 
Wanderers Bye, Warilla Wanderers — South Coast 
United 2.30 PM. Barbarians — Wollongong Olympic 
12.30 and Barbarians — Highlands 2.30 at Barrack 
Heights. Norther United — Shoalhaven City 12.30 and 
Northern United — Illawarra United 2.30 at Memorial 
Park. Coniston — Port Kembla 12.30 and Coniston — 
Ruse at 2.30 at J.J.Kelly Park. Kemblawarra — 
Helensburgh 12.30 and Kemblawarra — Shoalhaven 
City 2.30 at Butler Oval. Dapto — Illawarra United 
12.30 and Dapto — Albion Park W.E. 2.30 at Kanahooka 
Lodge. Bulli — Berkeley 12.30 and Bulli — Woonona 


6 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 6, 2001 


«, Steve losifidis (right): South's versatile defence strongman in action against 
Manchester United last year at the world club championships. 
not bemoan the depth, tal- 
ent and experience at 
South, which makes players 
as much in demand as they 
are not, “The rotationsys- 
tem breeds success,” he 


“Competition is healthy. 
It happens all over the 
world, Players at big clubs, 
like Manchester United, are 
prepared to stay and fight 
for their position.” 

His firstfull game back 


2.30 at Balls Paddock. Western Suburbs — University _ 
12.30 and Western Suburbs — Tarrawanna 2.30 at 
Unanderra Oval. Kiama — Ablion Park W.E, 12.30 and 
Kiama — Balgownie 2,30 at Kiama Leisure Centre. 
Bellambi — Balgownie at Elizabeth Park 12.30 and 
Bellambi — Femhill at 2,30 at Elizabeth Park Berkeley 
— Wollongong Olympic 2.30 at Berkeley Oval. Fernhill 
— South Coast United at 12.30 at Fernhill (Youth 
Grade). Port kembla Bye. Lysaghts — Woonona 12.30 
and Lysaghts — Picton 2.30 at Lysaghts Oval. 
Helensburgh Bye First Grade, Tarrawanna — 
Highlands 12.30 at Tarrawanna Oval 
(Youth Grade). Shellharbour City 
Bye. Picton Youth Grade Bye. 
Corrimal Leagues Club K.O, Results 
round 3 played on four grounds 


Wollongong Olympic — Fernhill 
2:0, Port Kembla Amateurs — 
Kemblawarra 0:15, Highlands 

— Shoalhaven City 0:3, Albion Park 
W.E. — Berkeley 3:0, Coniston — 

Kiama 6:1, Tarrawanna — Port Kembla 

1:2, South Coast United — Warilla Wanderers 

., 5:1, Corrimal Rangers — Balgownie 0:1, Bellambi — 

Westem Suburbs 2:4, Bulli — Dapto 2:0, Woonona — 

Mlawarra United 3:2, Barbarians — Lysaghts 0:2, 

Cringila — St. Elias 5:2, Northem United — Ruse 7:0, 

University — Picton Rangers 2:0 and Shellharbour City 


m teams made the quarter finals, 
Albion Park W.E. and University of Wollongong, cour- 
tesy of the young Shellharbour City side edging out 
Helensburgh with a 0:0 draw, allowing University to 
advance on goal difference, The Students defeated newly 
promoted Picton Rangers 2:0. Most other scores went as 
expected. Premier League teams Lysaghts, Cringila, 
Western Suburbs, Kemblawarra and Port Kembla 
advanced. 


UICKEST goals ever scored was recorded in 

Illawarra on Sunday 25/3. in three seconds flat, 
scored by Oliver Sekuloski of Cringila Lions against 
St-Elias Amateurs at Memorial Park, Corrimal. 

Kiama Soccer Club — progressing well, home ground 
Kiama Leisure Centre, coaches Brod Crighton, Ian 
Renkin, Shane Gallagher. President Bob McDougall 
Teports important strengthening of the squad. Most play- 
ers from last year have been re-signed. 


was at home against the 
Football Kings in round 14. 
The Lakesiders won 3-0 
and were on a roll. 

‘The juggernaut came toa 
halt penultimate Friday 
night, but it won't be the 
end of South's run towards 
the finals. The former back- 
to-back champions, and * 
Australia’s first representa- 
tive at a club world tourna- 
ment last year, are hungry 
for another title — and 


defender, a stopper, right 
midfielder and occasional 
sweeper, A 
Heidelberg United player, 
losifidis played the last six 
weeks for the Collingwood 
Warriors in that club’s one 
and only 1996-97 NSL sea- 


Ironically, the Warriors 
won what was then the 
Johnnie Walker Cup that 
season, 
Melbourne 3-1 in the final. 

At South, he’s tasted two 
championships 
heady cocktail in Brazil in 
January last year. Both 
were under Postecoglou, 
whose cautious approach is 
radically different from 
Petersen’s 
attacking style. 


with 32 teams participating = _ 


“With Mick (Petersen) 
it’s all attack. The whole 
team works as a unit. 

His mentality is we can 
cop three goals as long as 
we score four. The advan- 
tage of attacking is that it is 
easier to defend. Playing an 
attacking style of football 
definitely makes the defen- 
sive job easier. He also 
wants us to play entertain- 
ing football. It btings the 
crowds,” Iosifidis said. 


Tosifidis wants to be part of Petersen acquited his 
it attacking passion from 

This is his fifth season at Dutch legend Johan Cruyff 
South, variously as a at Ajax Amsterdam during 


the 1980s. Iosifidis also 
sometimes feels.the lure of 
greener pastures. He’s tri- 
alled overseas, last July at 
Birmingham City for ten 
days, to have a tilt at a 
European contract. " 

Tt didn’t work out that 
time and there's always 
maybe next time. He'll be 
28 in December and he’s 
not in a hurry to visit for- 
eign shores. 

“If the — opportunity 
would come along, sure, 
T'll play overseas, It's every 
footballer’s childhood 
dream, But we're full time 
at South now, so why leave 
the country? This is my 
home and I've got no 
regrets in staying,” Iosifidis 
said, 


former 


beating South 


and the 


flamboyantly 


“ 


Sasho Petrovsid: Retums to boost Wolves’ 
striker force. 


Newcomers are Bradley Boardman, midfield, from 
Shoalhaven City, James Terry (16) goalkeeper from 
Batemans Bay a Southern Branch Representative, 
Michael Merryman, recovered from year — long injury, 
midfield. First Grade keeper Josh Tidswell returned from 
a stint in England. Kiama hopes to continue their suc- 
cessful run of results from last year, looking to improve 
the club’s placing — 8th in First Grade, 12th Reserves 
and 6th Youth Grade. 


JROMOTED to Premier League, Picton intend to 
make an impact according to coach Greg 
Goodfellow, a past prominent striker. 

Newcomers to Picton are Craig Ash (striker) from 
Northern United, Brendon Freewell (17) from Highlands 
plus Paul Rankin (18) from the McArthur area. The 
coach is quietly confident to develop a competitive team 
giving the established Mawarra clubs a scare. 

‘Amateur League Illawarra this year fields three divi- 
sions (12—12-11) and still growing swith senior players 
retiring from Premier League soccer or First Division, 
joining to have a bit of fun on Sunday momings. 

Last year’s President Peter Webster handed over after 
13 years at the helm to incoming President Claude Cuda. 
‘The competition draw is not ready yet. An interesting 
new club joining is the rejuvenated Russell Vale Soccer 
Club, afier years of pause re-established, 


By John Economos 
SSS 


jhe Parramatta Power this Sunday 

afternoon lines up against the joint 

League-leaders, South Melbourne, 
at the Parramatta Stadium in a match 
that’s most crucial to both sides, 

For the Power, following a string of recent 
losses, yet another defeat at this stage would 
almost certainly prove fatal to David 
Mitchell's team of making the “Top Six 
Series’, 

For Souths, a loss could give the hungry 
Wollongong Wolves just the chance to edge 
Souths aside and jump into an outright lead 
on the League. 

The Power's coach Mitchell stated to 
ABSW last night: “We have a big battle on 


‘Offer avaliable Until 3.301 


our hands with Souths coming to Sydney. 

“Souths are really flying high and are 
playing great football. 

“Tm good friends with their coach 
Mickey Petersen but I'll be hoping to buy 
him a beer after the match from our win 
bonus,” Mitchell said. 

Midfielder Walter Ardone could be miss- 
ing in action on Sunday through serving a 
suspension. 

Others that could be in doubt for Sunday's 
big match through carrying injuries, are the 
Power’s captain Alex Tobin and Michael 


Santalab. 

The Power last Friday night copped a 
severe 5-1 hiding from the Wollongong 
Wolves. 

Despite the Power having taken the lead 
in the first session, Wollongong slammed in 
five second half goals to swamp the Power. 

“Saso Petrovski’s first two goals rocked 
us and the last goal was a real joke by us,” 
Mitchell confessed. 

“South Melbourne has a real experienced 
and solid defence with a great goal keeper, 
(Michael Petkovic), 

“They are tight at the back led by my for- 
mer team-mate Mehmet Durakovic,” stated 
Mitchell. 

Mitchell played in the Malaysian National 
League some years ago with the durable and 
quality Durakovic, at the then giant club 
side, Selangor. 

“They, (Souths’ defenders), cover for 
each other,” Mitchell added. 

“It’s is going to be difficult to make it 
from here to the ‘Top Six Series’, the ‘Fat 
Lady’ hasn’t started to sing yet, but has got 
hold of the microphone,” jested Mitchell. 

Meanwhile the League’s rookie coach at 
Souths, former Australian international mid- 
fielder, Mickey Petersen, stated to ABSW 
Jast night: “We have a full list available for 
selection except Zeljko Susa. 

“He’s had an anthroscopy on his knee 
recently that showed he’ll be out of action 
for us up to. a month. 

“We have back central defender Patrick 
Kisnorbo from the Youth team plus our three 
senior internationals, (Petkovic, Colosimo 
and De Amicis), that went to Colombia last 
week. 

“The last game we played we copped a 
4-0 thumping from the Knights in what 
you'd call a ‘bad day at the office’, * said 


Petersen. 

“The boys, (Souths’ players), were pro- 
fessionally wounded in that match. 

“We have a hectic week in front of us as 
wwe go on the road, 

“After the Power on Sunday we then play 
Brisbane on Wednesday next week in 
Brisbane then come back to Melbourne to 
play Canberra. 

“We will be wary of the Power coming off 
a 5-1 hiding from Wollongong last Friday,” 
Petersen wamed, 
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Dear Sir, 

Recently I was one of the 
8,900 and so fans that attend- 
ed the NSL match between 
Sydney Olympic and Perth 
Glory at Belmore Stadium. 

‘Anyone that has the nerve 
to say that our National 
League is boring should've 
been there then maybe the 
crowd would've been some- 
where like 15,000 like it 
should have been, The clash 
was absolutely breathtaking, 
reminiscent of last years 
Grand Final. 

‘The action was pulsating, 
the game was always going 
to have goals in it how many 
was the only question, The 
action was end to end, heads 
were turning left to right 
More suited to a tennis 
match, 

A 3.3 all draw was a fair 
result to one of the matches 
‘of the season. | would also 
like to acknowledge and 
commend the 300 or so trav- 
elling Perth Glory fans. 
These fans were fantastic 
they continually outcheered 
the 8,600 or so opposing 
supporters, 

The contingent of 
Olympic supporters behind 


Perth Glory’s 
exemplary fans 


the benches put up a gallant 
fight but were no match. 

The fans asked “Allistar 
Allistar (Edwards) give us a 
waye” “Bernd, Bernd 
(Stange coach) give us a 
waye,” they both acknowl- 
edged even Nick Tana 
(President) gave them a 
wave from the members box 
when asked, no wonder why 
Perth is the leading, and best 
supported club in the coun- 
try. But the most encourag- 
ing thing was to see the two 
sets of opposing supporters 
“Giving it then Copping it” 
sweetly from each other. 

After the game both hand- 
shakes and ex pleasantries 
were exchanged. Keep up 
the good work Perth Glory. 
(If only you could lend your 
knowledge and a few sup- 
porter so we can have types 
of games and atmospheres 
week in week out). 

1 only wish the 
“Negative” people of the 
game were there not only to 
experience a brilliant game 
or a brilliant night but a bril- 
liant atmosphere, 

Matteo Maiorana, 
Ashbury, NSW, 


Dear Sir, 

Before everyone including 
Johnny Warren and Tony 
Palumbo critisize Frank Farina 
for his decision to select 11 
local players to go to 
Colombia why didn’t they find 
out if he does or doesn’t plan 
to use locals against the Kiwis 
then again in November, 

Do they both, including 
many others, think that all the 
best are playing in Britain and 
Europe, and that all the big 
name players on multi-million 
dollar contracts and salaries 
can just walk into the top 
glamorous games automatical- 
ly under Frank Farina 

Many local players are also 
good enough to play (includ- 
ing those selected) in the top 
leagues of Europe if they 
wanted to, or where allowed 
to. 

Let's not forget what hap- 
pened in 1997, when Australia 
used all overseas based players 
except for Alex Tobin, not just 
in Melbourne but in Iran as 
well, If Terry Venables had 
just one other local in that 
starting side by the name of 
Milan Ivanovic, it could haye 
been a different outcome, 

Tt would not surprise me 
one bit, if Frank uses at least 
four or five locals in a starting 
1] against not only the Kiwis 
but in November as well. If he 
pulls it off, he will not only be 
lauded as a genius and a suc- 
cessful coach. 

But he will also be able to 
put everyone no matter who 
they are on notice to make 
themselves available all 
national team duties in future, 
and sot just for the glamorous 
important games, without any 
excuses such as late sudden 
injuries, which needs to be 
verified by an Australian team 
doctor. 

Even though it’s not a per- 
fect world as Paul Williams 
(SBS) constantly mentions, it 
has to be improved upon, until 


we get it as perfect as possible 
in future with national team 
selections. 

Constantly using mostly 


Aurelio Vidmar: 
Captained Socceroos 
against Colombia. 


Dear Sir, 


best from the NSL. 


reform and 
restructure to be 
successful in the 4 


Seven, Marconi and Ned Zelic 


eee 


locals for the donkey games 
(as Johnny Warren calls them) 
and all overseas players for the 
big glamour games is not 
acceptable anymore for team 
morale purposes. 

If we can’t use the overseas 
players at all times, then a 50- 


Dear Sir, 

I have been involved with 
Soccer all my life as a player 
and coach, and soon-to-be- 
administrator and wish to put 
forward some ideas to the 
public to gain some feedback. 

Soccer in this country at the 
moment, does not need 
change. It requires challenge, 


50 mixture is the way to go. 
Somehow beneath that 
cheeky grin for the media lies 
a man with nerves of stecl, 
who is prepared to do things 
his way. Somehow J don’t 
think that Ned Zelic will be the 
last high profile casualty in 


re-structuring and a fresh 
image. How many mainstream 
Aussies could recognise the 
Soccer Australia symbol or 
know what S.A. means? Do 
we even have a slogan? Our 
rival codes are streets ahead in 
these categories. 

Anyway, I will introduce 
one concept, which excites me 


Dear Sir, 

The ratings figures for 
‘Channel Seven’s live telecast 
of the Glory v Olympic 
match (into WA only) are 
very encouraging. 

Up to eighty thousand 
viewers in the Perth watched 
the match. 

Compare this to last year’s 
ABC coverage of the NSL 
which attracted as low as 
20,000 and a minimum of 
100,000 viewers nationally 
ona weekly basis. 

Better still the 
Glory/Olympic match lived 
up to its billing and was a 
wonderful showcase for Oz 
Soccer. 

There are another three or 
four Glory away games that 
Seven will telecast live into 
WA only. 

The ratings figures of 


future under Frank. 

My only concem for Frank 
is not to let Graham Amold 
make,to many decisions on his 
behalf. His dismal record at 
the Spirit proves it. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang, QLD. 


greatly and it is one in which 1 
firmly believe, run correctly 
would bea great success. 

‘We have one of the best tal- 
ent identification systems’ in 
the world for soccer with our 
state and National TIS: & 
National titles. But this ceases 
at the age of 16 whereby our 
Joeys are selected, 


A peep into the Breakaway League 


these games will be most 
interesting meanwhile 
Channel Seven are encour- 
aged by the experiment thus 
far and why not. 

As far as other NSL clubs 
go if Seven did a deal to tele- 
cast South Melbourne's 
away matches live in 
Melbourne or Olympic and 
Marconi’s away matches into 
Sydney would severity or 
eighty thousand viewers 
watch them. (We all knew 
the answer). 

On Marconi the review of 
the operations of 


Marconi Soccer club 


Tony Labbozzetta: Soccer 


the - 


(according to’ the Sun 
Herald) the gate takings 
audited figures for last sea- 
son do not match the home 
crowd figures given out by 
Marconi. is 

I suggest that the crowd 
figures put out by most NSL 
clubs this season still do not 
match their gate taking fig- 
ures. 


out relevant gate taking fig- 
ures are a joke and cannot be 
taken seriously, Nobody of 
importance is fooled by the 
channel of inflated crowd 
figures which is a classic 
desperate and 
cynical act. 
I do not know if 
Ned Zelic will 
ever play for the 
Socceroos again 
but I will bet my 
last dollar that if 
his career in 
Europe suddenly 
took a bad turn he? 
would make him- 
self available for 
Socceroo duty in 
an instant regard- 
less of all the 
traumas ete, 
R. Melor, 
Bondi. NSW. 


Australia new Chairman. 


NEW CONCEPT FOR 0Z SOCCER 


What I would like to see, is 
keeping our stars in the eyes of 
the public. i.e. our best young 
talents who are Under 21 in 
another national title competi- 
tion, playing for their state, 

Imagine the likes af Byes, 
Schroj, MacAllister, Brain, 
Kisnorbo; Langdon ete bat- 
tling for their states. 


A Breakaway League needs five 
new teams (consortiums) in every 
State Capital City, plus seven of the 


The seven that are good enough to 


long term are (1) q 


Perth Glory, who © 
only need a proper 4 
Soccer % 
Stadium to Fg 
play in and || 
guard against 
complacency in case 


backyard. 


vival. 


a new opponent comes into i 


(2) South Melbourne the only 
mono Ethnic Club worth persever- 
ing with, as they have a solid and to return to a neutral Aussie club, to 
strong support for long-term sur- 


Also in their favour is that there is 


no guarantee any new consortium 
would succeed in the heartland of 
AFL in the short term. 

(3) The Wollongong Wolves need 
to expand their supporter base into 
the Cronulla Sutherland area (south- 
em suburbs) of 
Sydney, by 
becoming the 
“Tilawarra Sharks” 
for long term sur- 
vival (20 years and 
over) with 
home games 
split between 
Win Stadium 
and Shark Park. 
(4) The Norther Spirit who 
F have lost their way after a flying 

start a few years ago, need to not 
only get back to the winners list, but 


win back all its lost supporters. 
(5) The Parramatta Power needs 
to rename itself the “West Sydney 
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Power” to also expand its support 
base into Rugby League’s Bulldog 
and Panther territory. 

(6) Newcastle United needs to 
win more games than they lose, and 
there supporters will come out in 
droves. 

(7) The Auckland or is 
that Football Kingz need to 
be relocated = t0} 
Wellington to survive 
long term, with the 
name Wellington 
Kings, with a G not a 
Z. The support there 
for soccer is a lot 
stronger and greater. 

Finally, if a new 
consortium is needed fr. 
in Sydney, it needs to be based in the 
East, to service the people of the 
Inner West, the Inner City and the 
Eastern Suburbs playing out of the 
SFS. 

Unless Nick Politis can transform 


and remodel Sydney Olympic from 
a mainly a Greek supported club to a 
fully mainstream club, then they 
would not be needed. Perhaps his 
connections with rugby league's (at 
Bondi Junction) Sydney City 
Roosters could help perform that 
miracle transformation. 
There you have it, if 

the three wise men 

(eff Kennett, 

Michael Knight and 

Ross Oakley) can 

pull it off with 

FIFA’s blessing (not 

impossible) it would 

be the greatest sport- 
ing miracle ever seen 
in this country. 

The widespread support is out 
there is just needs to be tapped into 
for success to happen. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang, QLD. 


My main idea, offers the 
same concept, but this time at 
a senior level. 

Run both the U2I and 
senior comps in conjunction 
and create a festival of Soccer 
throughout the entire nation. 
Get the sponsorship dollars, 
take the game to regional cen- 
tres, making it new and make 
it loud. 

Do not make the mistakes 
made in “Superstars of Soccer 
Series.” 

Plenty of prep, but the key 
ingredient to the success of the 
program is thal each and every 
player is playing for some- 
thing, 

National team selection 
reckons from this. We are the 
only code who can offer this 
so let's take advantage of our 
resources. Use what U got not 
what U can’t afford. 

I challenge people to pro- 
vide feedback on my idea and 
create discussion., As is stan- 
dard in Australian soccer I 
expect many people to hit the 
concept on the head, and cre- 
ate more lame excuses from 
irrational & traditionalists who 
do not want to see this game 
become #1 in Australia, is it 
could and should be. 

Daniel Pennisi, 
Brisbane. QLD. 


NSL crowd figures with- ~ 


By Allan Crisp 


THE DON AND 
PELE 


delaide last week mourned the death 

of Sir Donald Bradman, the illustri- 
‘ous cricket champion, who was affection- 
ately known as “The Don.” 

Bom in Cootamundra, NSW the great 
man spent the best part of his 92 years liv- 
ing in the leafy South Australian suburb 
of Kensington Park. 

His legendary cricketing exploits 
between the 1920’s and the late 1940's 
were unsurpassed. 

During his amazing Test match career, 
Bradman averaged 99.94 runs per 
innings, sparking claims he was the great- 
est sportsman of all time. 

Given that cricket is not as extensively 
played as the “World Game” of soccer 
football, that was an extravagant 
appraisal. 

But, those who followed Bradman’s 
extraordinary pursuit of sporting excel~ 
lence are aware that he excelled at every 
sport he played. 

Many who saw him play tennis reck- 
oned he could have been an international 
star had he concentrated on that sport or 
squash, while his superb hand, eye co- 
ordination made him a natural on the golf 
course, 
The Don was a regular Wednesday 
afternoon and Saturday moming golfing 
partner to the late Syly Phelan, who apart 
from being the soccer writer for 
Adelaide's “The Advertiser” also was a 
former South Australian State team 
golfer. 

Bradman’s dominance of his first 
choice sport of cricket had people search- 
ing for comparisons with other sporting 


immortals.To my mind, the man most 
deserving of being ranked in Bradman’s 
league is the great Edson Arantes do 
Nascimento (Pele). 

Although from vastly differing back- 
grounds, Bradman and Pele had in com- 
mon not only an unmatched supremacy in 
their chosen team sports but also a con- 
sistent modesty concerning their respec- 
tive achievements. 

During their playing days and after 
retirement, both were unpretentious to a 
fault and both were genuine role models 
for the world’s younger generations. 

Bradman and Pele also have been 
untiring in charitable pursuits, with 
Bradman (until recent times, due to fail- 
ing health) a regular attendant at his 
beloved Adelaide Oval to sign autographs 
on books, bats and letters from thousands 
of admirers from around the globe. 

Tt was a proud day in Adelaide when in 
1990, Pele visited The Don at his home to 
help launch the two-volume Pele Albums, 
a celebration of the Brazilian superstar’s 
magnificent career. 

The Pele Albums were printed in the 
same format as the previously published 
Bradman Albums, both being the works 
of Weldon Publishing Co. 

How does Bradman’s magnificent 
record stack up against Pele's incredible 
career? 

Pele, at 17, was the youngest player to 
compete in a World Cup final series and 
played in three World Cup finals. 

He scored 1281 goals in 1363 profes- 
sional games and netted 97 goals in 111 
international matches for Brazil. 

Pele was acclaimed Sportsman of The 
Century by football’s world controlling 
body, FIFA. 

Sir Donald scored 8926 runs in 
Sheffield Shield interstate competition for 
an average of 110; in Test cricket scored 
6996 runs, averaging 99.9 and in all first 
class cricket amassed 28,067 runs, aver- 
aging 95, while scoring 117 centuries in 
first class matches. 

He also held the world’s record first 
class score of 452 not out until the 1958- 
59 season. 

Bradman was knighted; Pele was 
declared a Brazilian national (reasure and 


ENGLISH LEAGUE 
REALITY ORK FANTASY? 


‘ith America’s WUSA set to kick off 

next month, there is much excite- 

ment around the world in anticipa- 
tion of women’s soccer breaking new ground 
once again. Female professional footballers 
will become the new role models in America, 
and the sport is thrust into a mainstream 
identity for something other than a World 
Cup or Olympic Games, 

In February 2000, England's Football 
Association (FA) surprised many throughout the: 
women’s football community - both in Britain 
and abroad - with-their announcement to estab- 
lish a women’s pro-league by 2003. Most pon- 
dered the concept as a lofty pipedream. whilst 
also treating it with much scepticism. Could it 
be possible? Is the sport ready to take on such a 
huge step forward? Where would all the money 
come from? 

So,,a year down the track, how is The FA pro- 
gressing with its plans for a professional 
‘women's league in England? 

Planning is well underway, with The FA pre- 
senting a report of research findings in 
December 2000. 

It is difficult to say whether England is ready 
for a professional league, and whether it will be 
a success. The England base upon which to 
build is so vastly different to that experienced in 
the US. It’s not as if they can take the WUSA 
blueprint and transfer it to the motherland. 

For a start, England doesn’t have anywhere 
near the US" seven or eight million female play- 


ers, and therefore a solid foundation upon which 
{o build. 

Although England is the traditional ‘home of 
football’ with an ingrained football culture, this 
does not apply to the female game. In the US, 
however, though not traditionally considered a 
soccer nation, soccer for females isa culture in 
itself. There it is a natural for women and girls 
to play soccer - they are not considered as 
females playing a male sport. ‘There is no stig- 
ma attached o women’s soccer - quite the oppo- 
site. It is a cool sport to play. Mothers and 
daughters polish their boots together on game 
day, hence the popular term ‘soccer mom’. 

‘Women’s soccer flourishes in America much 
because of the government's handing down of 
Title X1 in the late 1970s- a legislation which 
enforces equal sporting opportunities and 
resources for girls as boys. 

Without such an obligation to provide for 
women’s football in England, when it comes to 
the crunch, will the men’s clubs and organisa- 
tions be willing to commit the much greater 
amounts of finances and resources to create a 
professional women’s team. 


US did not build their WUSA overnight. 

A professional league was talked about and 
planned for years before it was able to come to 
fruition. And this in the one nation considered 
the number one, not only for its ongoing feats on 
the pitch, but also its commitment to promoting 
the game. Of course, the catalyst for getting the 


Friend and contemporary of late 
Sir Donald Bradman. 


later FIFA appointed him its official 
ambassador and in 1994 was appointed 
Brazil’s Minister for Sport. 

Gentlemanly behaviour was a common 
trait of both, who brought honour and 
glory to their countries and immense 
pleasure to all who were fortunate to wit- 
ness their magical sporting deeds. 


NO QUARTER 
CONTESTS 


‘o quarter was asked or given during 

the SA Summer Series quarter-finals 
last Monday when Blue Eagles, Olympic 
FC, Birkalla and Raiders qualified for the 
semi-finals. 

Premier League champions Blue 
Eagles eliminated Metro Stars 5-2 in a 
goal-feast, highlighted by a show stop- 
ping goal from Tony (Sticks) Giannitto. 

Leading Eagles striker Michael 
Brooks, who has scored many memorable 
goals throughout his career, heaped 
deserved praise on his team-mate for his 
amazing 35 metre screamer. 

“Talking about entertainment, I think 
that if that was one of the goals that if you 


saw it.at the new Millennium Stadium or 
Wembley Stadium you could quite easily 
have seen a goal like that from Roberto 
Carlos or someone like that — and that’s 
not over dramatising the quality of the 
goal,” Brooks said. 

“Jt was a sensational goal from Sticks 
and one that the boys will be razing him 
about for a few weeks to come.” 

It was Brooks who opened the score 
for the Blues in the 26th minute before 
Vince Schmizzi levelled for Metro from 
the penalty spot four minutes Jater. 

The penalty was awarded for a shirt 
dragging foul by Eagles defender Donato 
Deleso on swift moving Schmizzi. 

Giannitto restored the Blues lead with 
his cracking drive before Ryan Moore 
equalised for the Stars with a shot that 
bounced awkwardly in front of young 
goalkeeper Tony Spinelli. 

Promising youngster Anthony Ferrante 
regained the lead for the Blues in the 56th 
minute setting the scene for Brooks to 
complete a hat-trick with goals in the 84th 
and 94th minutes with the last goal com- 
ing from a penalty after Cheney Senesi 
was fouled in the box. 

Rocky Aloisi’s Raiders cut Para Hills 
Knights out of the finals race with a 2-0 
win, but State League Para amazed by 
keeping Raiders scoreless for 73 minutes 
despite being reduced to nine men for 51 
minutes. # 

Mark Moore (29th) and Peter Waine 
(39) were red carded, but their colleagues 
held the fort until Joe Blefari broke 
through in the 73rd minute and added a 
90th minute goal against the tiring 
Knights. 

Newly promoted Olympic FC sounded 
an ominous waming for Premier League 
‘opponents by eliminating last season’s 
beaten grand finalists Modbury Jets 2-0. 

Smooth moving Olympic snatched an 
11th minute lead through Jokn Spatharos 
and completed their advance to the semi- 
finals when Paul Tsoukalas added the sec- 
‘ond goal in the 33rd minute. 

Jason Trimboli headed the ball into the 
net six minutes from full time, but the Jets 
striker’s effort was ruled offside. 

A minute later Charles Marwe prevent- 
eda third goal from Olympians substitute 


SOCCER WOMAN .. ....-.- 


r 


Group pix of star players who will be featuring in the new United States’ 
WUSA League. The success of the US is encouraging other countries 
such as England. 


WUSA off the ground was the phenomenal suc- 
cess of the Women's World Cup in the US in 
1999. Can England create a league of their own, 
‘without this sort of foundation? 

‘It must be understood that although not a less- 
er entity than men’s football, the women's game 
is in many respects a different ball game. 

Women’s football for instance is not neces- 
sarily of interest to the followers of the men’s 
game. And this would be especially so in a 
country where men’s football is so all-encom- 
passing. And yet, for the league to be viable, a 
percentage of the target audience must come 
from this area. It calls for an education process, 
of exposing the elite women’s game to the pub- 
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Tic. But without that existing public hunger for 
the women’s game, is a turmaround achieveable 
within two years. A professional league would 
never be sustainable with just the current circle 
of supporters. 

England, like the world over, has seen a huge 
growth spurt over recent years. The number of 
girls and women’s teams shot up from 500 in 
1993 to 4,500 in early 2000, with the schools 
also encouraging girls to play to a far greater 
degree than in the past. England has its first full- 
time National Coach, The growth trends are 
exciting, but has the short period allowed them 
the time to have developed sufficiently to now 
be considering a professional league? 


Seranti Parissos by clearing the attempt 
off the Modbury goalline. 

Stand-in Birkalla coach Dragan Vilic 
made an. impressive debut by guiding 
Birks to a 3-0 victory over Campelltown 
Red Devils. 

Peter Mihalopoulos and Jim,Nikas pro- 
duced a match-winning two goal burst in 
four minutes to scribble the writing on the 
wall before Paul Pezos fired home a 
deflected 30 metre free kick in the 61st 
minute to point the Reds towards the 
finals exit door. 


SA SUMMER 
' SERIES 
‘QUARTER FINALS: 

Raiders 2 (Blefari 2) Para Hills: 
Knights 0. Best — Raiders: Barisic, 
Blefari,  Guagliacdi; . Knights: 
Andrews, Mulady, Lorenzo. 

Blue Eagles 5 (Brooks 3, 
Ferrante, T. Giannitto) Metro Stars 
2 (Schmizzi, R. Moore) Best — 
Blue Eagles: Brooks, Deleso, Zito; 
Metro: Stars: T. Scalzi, Schmizzi, 


DeRosa. 

Olympic FC 2 (Spatharos, 
“Tsoukalas) Modbury Jets 0, Best 
= Olympic: Tsoukalas, Harley, 
Spatharos; Modbury: Townley, 
Prescoit, Matoseyic. ; 

Birkalla 3  (Milhalopoulos, 
‘Nikas, Pezos) Campbelltown Re 
Devils 0. Best — Birkalla; Dawes, 
Pez0s, Mihalopoulos; Red Devils: | 
Staltari, M. Menechella, Caputo. 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the 
SRPH Breakfast Soccer Show each 
Tuesday from 7.30am-9am, along 
with Croydon Kings coach Phil 
Scardigno, Channel 0 Sports 
Presenter Robbie Popplestone, for- 

Australian international John 
Perin, The Advertiser Soccer writer 
Meno Toutsidis and amateur league 


| player-coach Peter Millar, 


MAR 


England's National Team has been out of the 
spotlight since its fine seventh place finish at the 
1995 World Cup. Their demise however was that 
they still remained ineligible to take their right- 
ful place at the 1996 Olympic Games being 
Engiand not Great Britain, Since that time, they 
have been noticeably absent from any major 
world competition, = 

“Thankfully though, much work has gone on 

in the meantime, and today the elite juniors and 
youth are being carefully nurtured alongside the 
existing workable national league structure, 
Attached to the elite clubs, most of which are 
linked to major men’s professional clubs, are an 
ever growing number of Girls’ Centres of 
Excellence, a strategy supported by The FA, To 
complete the pathway, providing for the older 
youth players is a network of Football 
‘Academies linked to colleges, allowing players 
to develop as footballers whilst continuing their 
studies. 
Certainly in its favour, an English league 
should have no trouble attracting quality ‘for- 
eign’ players. The WUSA will indeed remain 
the number one professional league, but in 
essence, it shouldn't present competition for 
overseas footballers, With its limit of four for- 
eign places per franchise, the WUSA can only at 
best accommodate 32 players from the rest of the 
world, European players in particular would be 
attracted to England considering its close prox- 
imity, culture, and timing of the season. 

‘The FA must be congratulated for its tangible 
commitment to the women’s game, and its desire 
to advance it into more than just a minority sec- 
tor of the sport overall. We can only hope it all 
‘works for the good of the game, 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGU 


CANBERRA COSMOS 3 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


PARRAMATTA POWER 


Parramatta Power's striker, Joel Griffiths holds off Wollongong defender 


Robbie Stanton. 


By Otto Bader 


hey done it again — being down 
at the break, exploding with two 
goals in two minutes early in the sec- 
ond half, both times to Sasho Petroyski. 

Number three followed two minutes later 
from Alvin Ceccoli, a terrific header. 

‘The fourth in the 69th minute, once more 
Petrovski, well taken. Number five was a 
comedy of errors, a Power defender back- 
passing, the keeper missing the ball, and see- 
ing itroll into the net, a disaster. 

Parramatta scored in the first half against 
the run of play when youngster Luke 
Roodenburg let go with a powerful low drive 
evading the Wolves keeper's desperate dive, 
finding the bottom right hand comer of the 
goal, 

The Wolves had Scott Chipperfield, David 
Huxley and Dino Mennillo out and the team 
was slightly reshuffled. The home team start- 
ed with some delightful moves, shots from 
Ceecoli and Paul Reid on target, headers from 
Cervinski and Petroyski just wide, 

After a fine spell the Wolves slowed down, 
looking flat, giving the Power breathing space. 


Out of a harmless situation the opposition 
scored, taking the lead into the break. 

‘Whatever coach Ron Corry said during the 
spell, produced results. Petroyski cleverly 
chipped the keeper, then avoiding defenders 
with some fancy footwork and eventually fol- 
lowed in after a Stuart Young shot on target to 
make sure the ball finished into the back of the 
net. Ceccoli's header in the 50th minute 
deceived the keeper, as he was too far off his 
line. Mt 

Power hit the woodwork twice with nothing 
to show for, Coach David Mitchell was 
sonable happy with the first half, containing 
the Wolves but his side fell apart in the later 
stage when the pace increased and the Wolves 
attacks strongly, 

Robbie Middleby was not favoured by the 
referee when fouled several times in the area, 
two penalties might have been awarded. 

Wolves coach Ron Corry noted his team 
created chances but missed several in the first 
half, however improved later. 

He said they would strive on the heavy 
schedule with a postponed game and was 
looking for top spot or second in the league, 
admitting there was still a long way (o go. 
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NEWCASTLE UNITED 2 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Cosmos 
officials, desperate 
for any scrap of 


good news to bolster their 
efforts to stay in the 
National League next sea- 
son, treated the 3-2 win over 
fellow strugglers Newcastle, 
at the Bruce Stadium on 
Saturday night, with the 
enthusiasm and passion 
usually reserved for cup 
finals and championship 
deciders, 

It did bring an end to an 
embarrassing run of seven 
home games without a win, 
and provided a launching pad 
for new coach Mike 
Miloyanovic in his first game 
in charge, but there was 
ample evidence of the club's 
continuing ability to snatch 
defeat from the jaws of victo- 


ry. 

With a quarter of an hour 
to go Canberra was cruising 
home comfortably at 3-0. 
Then veteran Andy Harper 
continued his run of scoring 
in games at Bruce Stadium by 
taking full advantage of a free 
header in the midst of gaping 
and ineffectual defenders. It 
was his 99th goal in the NSL. 

Daniel McBreen popped 
up for a corner, and suddenly 
the game was a contest for the 
first time since the opening 
20 minutes. Fortunately for 
the health of the home fans, 
Newcastle ran out of time, 


just. when an equaliser 
seemed to be looming. 

That was not good enough 
for United coach Lee Sterrey 
who described his team’s 
overall performance as “dis- 
gusting”. 

“We were beaten by a far 
better side on the night and 
the score flattered us,’ he 
said. “It could have been 6-1 
after the way they played in 
the first half. 

1's one of the best games 
I have seen Canberra play, 
either when I was with 


Marconi, or with Newcastle. 

“As for us — well there 
were some players who sim- 
ply did not put their hands 
up.” 

Canberra fans, used to 
watching their side chase the 
game, were delighted with a 
sparkling first half display, 
full of incident and excite- 
ment. 

With 24 minutes gone 
Shane Lyons sent over a cor- 
ner and Alex Castro once 
again demonstrated his 
authority in the air, squeezing 
past two defenders to glance 
the ball home. 

If that was a demonstration 
‘of delicacy, Canberra's sec- 
ond, in the 33rd minute, dis- 


aaa 


Milton Cortes: Canberra attacker in action against 
Newcastle, 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 3 


PERTH GLORY 


3 


By Emma Nwaneri 


uckland’s Football 
ingz and Perth 
Glory served up a six- 


goal thriller at the Jade stadi- 
um in Christchurch on 
Saturday night, at the end of 
which the visiting Perth 
Glory emerged to remain still 
unbeaten in ten games, 
Looking every bit a formi- 
dable opponent, the Kingz 
competed strongly for the 
entire 90 minutes against tradi- 
tional title-aspirants, Glory, 
also reputed to be the best- 
financed team in the National 


Watched by a boisterous yet 
average crowd of 3,680, Kingz 
‘shot into the lead in the 17th 
minute through Perth's mid- 
fielder and inspirational skip- 
per, Gareth Naven, shooting 
into his own net after some 
‘good work from Kingz, tireless 
Paul Urlovic, who maintained a 
relentless pressure on the Glory 
defence. The own goal was an 
unwanted present for Naven, 
who ironically,was celebrating 
his 32nd birthday. 

Undaunted however, Glory 
seized the initiative of the early 
mishap to claw their way back 


into the game with incisive 
passes and constant raids into 
the Kingz’ arca, Thes#were 
duely rewarded in the 33rd 
minute when Bobby 
Despotovski scored to tie the 
game at one goal-apiece. The 
goal was a masterpiece in clin- 
ical finishing as Despotovoski 
again demonstrated why he is 
such an effective poacher in 
front of goal. 

The silence that greeted 
Despotovki’s equaliser around 
the Jade stadium, gave way to 
roars of delight just five min- 
utes later when veteran player 
and Kingz’ player-coach, 
Wynton Rufer created some- 
thing out of nothing to score 
and bring some relief to the 
Kingz’ bench. More attempts at 


Soccer League. 


goal failed to yield further div- 


Harry Ngata (left) Football Kingz’ tireless skipper and midfielder repelling a 
Perth Glory move. 


played ruthless force. 
Teenager Stephen Kemp, 
already shaping as the 
‘Cosmos’ find of the season, 
let fly from 30 metres with a 
drive as deadly as it was 
unexpected. Bob Catlin, in 
the United goal, has'seen it all 
in the NSL, but he didn’t see 
this shot as it smacked into 
the net behind him, 

When David Milin, revert- 
ing to the striker’s role he 
favoured in his early career, 
set up his front partner, Mark 
Hagger, for the third in the 
S6th minute, the Cosmos 
crowd settled back to relax 
and enjoy. It was to bea lux- 
ury denied them by an obsti- 
nate Newcastle refusal to lie 
down which rekindled the’ 
game in the final stages. 

Milovanoyic said the first 
half was pleasing “but we lost 
our way in the second and 
turned over possession too 
much, consequently we found 
ourselves under quite a lot of 
intense pressure’. 

The players had worked 
hard for their new coach, 
“You'd think they'd be cheer- 
ing and carrying on in the 
dressing room, but I could 
hardly geta word out of them, 
they were exhausted,” he said. 

“There were quite a few 
people coming back fro} 
injury who didn’t find it easy 
to last the 90 minutes, but 
they will be fitter for the 
game and with, other players 
recovering, | may have some 
very, pleasant selection prob- 
Jems for the game against 
‘Wollongong on Saturday,’ 


idends to both sis, particular- 
ly with Kingz, agile goalkeep- 
ex, Darren Eaddy displaying 
good reflexes. 

Inevitably, both teams 
retired into the dressing room 
for the half-time break with 
Kingz, holding a slim and deli- 
cate one-goal lead. 

The score remained 2-1 until 
the 72nd minute when the 
league’s most prolific scorer 
Damian Mori headed in a high 
ob beyond the groping fingers 
of badly-positioned Eaddy for 
his 14th goal of the season, 

The Kingz however would 
not be denied the points when 
blond-haired Jeff Campbell put 
them ahead from a 75th minute 
free-kick just outside the penal- 
ty box. Talk around the stadium: 
about the beauty of Campbell's 
kick re-echoed repeatedly as 
Kingz’ fans relished what 
looked like a fine outing. 

‘The Kiwi side held on to 
what was shaping up to be a 
well-earned victory with 
almost everyone certain that 
the Kingz were set for only 
their seventh home win. 

That was however not to be. 

Glory's Jamie Harnwell, 
escaped the close attention of 
Urlovic and Aaran Lines in the 
89th minute to score what was 
clearly an unexpected and 
hard-to-swallow goal, thus 
tying the game at three-all. 

Despite the understandable 
frustration felt by both the 
Kingz and their relentless sup- 
porters, credit must still go to 
Glory, who demonstarted 
admireable fighting spirit in 
being able to come back. Not 
‘once, but two difficult times in 
a dicey away game. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGU 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 
MARCONI STALLIONS 0 


By John Economos 


miraculous goal in the 91st minute scored 

by midfielder Troy Halpin was enough for 

Sydney Olympic to sneak out of jail with 
yet another win to grab all three valuable League 
points last Sunday night at the Belmore Sports 
Ground against Marconi. 

This was not the first time that Olympic has won a 
match in extra time. In fact Olympic has done it on 
four occasions this season, 

With precious seconds ticking away in stoppage 
time, and the match hurtling towards a scoreless drab 
draw, Olympic’s playmaker Halpin, heroically scored 
the winner with a glorious super-class goal. 

Whilst making a 20 metre diagonal run across the 
face of the goals, Halpin somehow managed to hit 
with his outstep, ( off the ‘wrong foot’ ), and into the 
target to send the Olympic fans into a delirious roar 
of delight. 

Olympic in fact should have wrapped up the match 
just after halftime. Within the space of five minutes, 
midfielders Halpin, then Kresimir Marusic and final- 
ly teenaged striker Franco Parisi, all bombed their 
chances from close-range. 

‘The Olympic fans were seething and furious with 
referee Simon Micallef who denied their team a bla~ 
tant penalty two minutes from the break when a 
Marconi defender appeared to have handled the ball 


SYDNEY UNITED 0 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 1 


By Arvind Hickman 


themselves in the top five after defeating 
Sydriey United 1-0 at the Sydney United 
Sports Centre last Sunday night. 

Ina game of few chances the Knights looked a lot 
more dangerous in attack, spearheaded by the well 
oiled combination of Adrian Cervinski and Joel 
Porter. 

«Sydney United, under new coach Velimir 
Kupresak for the first time, rarely threatened the 
Knights goal and at times seemed unorganised in 
defence. 

Knights Coach, Vlado Vanis, admitted the game 
wasn't of the highest quality but emphasised the 
importance of three points. 

"To get the points here was the main thing, I was 
expecting a very hard game, Sydney United is always 
a tough game. There wasn’t too much quality but 


T° Melbourne Knights have cemented 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 2 
ADELAIDE CITY 3 


By Joe Russo 


comedy of errors supplied three of the five 

goals in this game, all own goals, enabling 

visiting Adelaide City to run away with a 
3-2 victory last Sunday night. However, the real 
farce was provided by Soccer Australia and 
Northern Spirit were certainly not laughing. 

With ten days notice they had to change the game 
and go head-to-head with two other NSL games on in 
Sydney at the same time. This cost $30,000 in mar- 
keting revenue spent already advertising the game as 
a Friday night fixture and Spirit got a real kick in the 
pants with lost gate takings as only 2,108 spectators 
tumed up and most children were admitted free of 
charge. The decisions from Soccer Australia often 
leave a lot to be desired. 

The visitors went ahead in the 28th minute thanks. 
to Stuart Howson’s first own goal. In his attempt to 
clear an Ante Kovacevic shot he managed only to 
fool his own ‘keeper and the ball ended up in the back 
of the net past John Perosh, 

Tt was a real lacklustre first half and hardly any- 
thing to write home about, The second half was only 


a full metre inside his own box. 

But then again Micallef also failed to 
award Marconi another blatant penalty 
during stoppage time of the last ses- 
sion, when midfielder Christian Care 
was barrelled in the Olympic box. 

The whole match was of poor quality 
with both sides guilty. 

Both sets of midfielders performed 
poorly, getting the basics totally wrong 
with monotonous regularity. 

Although Olympic’s midfield of 
Lindsay Wilson, Troy Halpin, Damon 
Collina, Kresimir Marusic and Elias 
Augerinos were more altack-con- 
science and mobile, their passing, 
whether short or long, was most woe- 
ful. 
~ | Marconi’s centre-line was no better, 

ij also repeatedly squandering possession 
with misdirected passes. 

Marconi’s twin ace-strikers, Kris 
Trajanoyski and Archie Thompson 
were for the entire match absolutely 
starved of any form of quality ball sup- 
ply coming out of their own midfield- 
crs. 

On one occasion, (ten minutes into 
the second session), a frustrated, yet 
highly industrious Trajanovski, forced 
himself to come very deep into-his 
own half to ‘dig out’ his own ball. 

‘Traja’ then tured and set sail for the 


hard work failed to ensure victory for his team. 


that’s a part of soccer," he said. 

Sydney United Coach, Velimir Kepresak, was 
pleased with the commitment of his chargers but 
believed a lack of potency in front of goal proved 
costly. 

"Iam very proud of the boys that were playing, we 
had the chances and didn't take it and they scored 
after that. When there is a boat sinking it is very hard 
to stop," he said. 

Sydney United opened the game more brightly 
lead by inspirational playmaker Tom Pondeljak. He 
provided United with their first chance after playing 
teasing cross into the box from which Cummins 
Menapi headed under ‘keeper Lupce Acevski, but not 
past the final line of defence. 

Menapi had United's best chance of the game 
when he pounced on a Rody Vargas mistake and took 
the ball deep in the penalty box but failed to pass the 
advancing Acevski who spread himself well. 

The Knights scored the only goal of the game in 
the 42nd minute when Lubo Lapsansky played a pin 
perfect pass to Joey Rajher on the left. Rajher crossed 
the ball, taking a deflection from Tom Maric before 
deceiving ‘keeper Steve Tolios and presenting Joel 
Porter with an easy tap in. 


The second half began with the now 
confident Knights creating the more 


promising chances through the enter- 


marginally better but the comedy capers continued 
with two more own goals. 

In the 56th minute Adelaide were ahead by two 
goals thanks again to the misfortune of Howson. A 
Scott Tunbridge’ header from close range was well 
saved by Perosh but only as far as Carl Veart. The 
former Socceroo's header hit the post and then hit 
Howson eventually ending up in the Back of the net. 

Adelaide increased their lead in the 60th minute 
when some clinical finishing from €laudio Pelosi 
was too much for Perosh to handle. 

However, Northern Spirit, now under the guidance 
of Mick Hickman, were certainly not about to lie 
down. A minute later young Ben Burgess scored his 
13th goal of the season. A lovely diagorial shot ended 
up in the top right hand corner of the net and Spirit 
were back into the game. 

However, once again, to mirror the first half, the 
game degenerated and neither side could capitalise 
on the few available chances. 

In the end in the 92nd minute the game's third own. 
goal arrived, Fabrizio Bucciarelli tried to clear a 
Norther Spirit cross by heading the ball but only 
succeeded in hitting his own post and it then hit 
‘keeper Adrian Cagalj and finished in the back of the 
net. Only seconds later the game ended and now 
Northern Spirit's hopes of making the final six look 
very remote indeed. 


target with an electrifying 55 metre raid, but the 
marksman was just wide of the target with his final 
effort. 

In the first six minutes of the match, first 
Olympic’s giant teenage striker Dylan Macallister, 
out climbed Marconi’s marker Angelo Costanzo to 
head just over the cross-bar, then Olympic’s, Halpin 
shaved the left upright from 20 metres. 

Most of the second half was taken up with a mul- 
titude of substitutions as both coaches strived to find 
a solution to break the scoreless deadlock, In fact in 
this period there were more subs seen than at 
Sydney's Garden Island. 

Best performers for Olympic were central markers 
Scott Baillie and Sebastian Sinozic plus right wing- 
back Lindsay Wilson,whilst for Marconi, central 
marker Costanzo, Trajanovski and goalie David 
Aceski were easily the pick. 

Olympic’s coach Branko Culina later stated; “In 
the second half, early, we had the better of chances 
and should have scored a couple of goals. Marconi is 
competitive, but when you have as much possession 
as we had, it’s got to come, 

“It was another learning curve for our youngsters 
like Doumanis, Macalister and Parisi. At the end of 
the day it's important to salvage a win at home.” 

Meanwhile Marconi’s coach Eddie Krncevic, 
reflected: “We were under pressure and lucky not to 
be a couple of goals down early in the second half. I 
thought Costanzo was outstanding for us and we 
were most unlucky not to have been granted a penal- 
ty very late in the game,” ended Kmcevic. 


prise of Porter and strike partner Adrian 


Cervinski. These two proved quite men- 
acing for the United defence as they ran 
at angles off each other brilliantly. 

The Knights perhaps should have 
added a second when a comer was | 
glanced on by Porter gifting Adrian 
Cervinski with a free header. The 
Knights leading scorer uncharacteristi- 
cally headed wide. 

Sydney United's only genuine chance 
of the half fell to Cummins Menapi 
again after he was played through with a 
beautifully angled ball. Unfortunately 
for the home crowd, Menapi couldn't 
control the ball and allowed the Knights | 
defence to recover in time. 

‘Sydney United now slide even further | — 
down the NSL ladder into ninth place, § 
seven points adrift of the high flying 
Melboume Knights. 


23 ee 2 


Adrian Cervinski: His partnership with Joel Porter 


produced the match winner. 
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LL BE PLAYING 
SOCCER TILL 


By Richard Kreidor 


rth Glory’s primary 
goal scorer Damian 
Mori is showing no 


signs of slowing, in fact the 
30-year old Socceroo says 
his move west was the best 
decision he could have made 
to consolidate his goal scor- 
ing supremacy of 
Australia’s premier soccer 
competition. 

ABSW scribe Richard 
Kreider spoke with Mori to 
find out more about one of 
Australia’s all-time super- 
stars af the world game. 


RK: Damian, you are 
‘once again showing the way 
on the NSL gouf scorer’s 
board and I guess it would be 
nice to be able to hang on the 
national trophy you won last 
season, 


DM: To be honest 
Richard, it doesn't really 
worry me if I do or don’t win 
it. I made a moye to Perth to 
win a championship’ and 
that’s why Lam here. 

If I win the goal scorers 
award it happens, but it is not 
areal concern for me. 


RK; What is it about you 
Adelaide City boys? We've 
just seen Alex Tobin over- 
haul team-mate Sergio 
Melta’s all-time NSL appear- 
ance record, and now anoth- 
er Adelaide City player looks 
like setting a goal-scoring 
feat that might not be broken 
for many years. 


DM: Alex, Sergio and 1 
had some really good sea- 
sons at Adelaide City. I was 
fortunate to play in.a good 
team with so many good 
players around me, which 
made my job up front much 
easier to do, 


RK: Why do you suppose 
the crowds have dropped in 
South Australia. 


DM: If I knew that than I 
would be head of marketing 
in Adelaide and have the sta- 
diums filled week in and 
week out. It has obviously 
got alot to do with promot- 
ing the product to encourage 
people to come to the game 
and Perth does that so well, 
It’s not only Adelaide with a 
problem; there are a lot of 
other clubs struggling to fill 
their stadiums too, 

My philosophy is, if you 
are not winning on the park, 
you won't win with the sup- 
porters-and the crowds drop 
accordingly. 

Adelaide City is actually 


playing some good competi- 
tive soccer at the moment, 
especially when we played 
them, but people there are 
expecting too much of the 
side, simply because we 
played in quite a few grand 
finals in the past. They need 
to rebuild both on and off 
the pitch. 


RK: What made you take 
up the sport in the first place, 


AM, 


DM: My father. I’m not 
stire what clubs he played for 
in the Victorian State League 
though, before the national 
league was ever thought of, 
have never regretted taking 
up the sport, 


RK; Is there a particular 
season that stands out the 
most from any other. 


DM: I think every season 
you recall some standoutmo- 
ments. The 1991/92 grand 
final against the Melbourne 
Knights where we came from 
fourth place was very special 
for me. I was quite pleased 
with the goal I scored in that 
game too. I have played in 
four grand finals, but only 
won once. 

They are the games you 
usually remember. To me, 
any game is a good game 


? 


that you win. Ithinkitis such being a good year for both of 
ateam game nowadays. You us and hopefully it will con- 
need all eleven players to tinue. 

their job in order to win. T 
have had quite a few of 
those days where everything 
in the game had gone well 
and it had been so enjoyable 
to play. 


RK: You seem to be 
enjoying your time in the 
west with Perth Glory. How 
is everyone treating you. 


DM: It’s very good. It is 
a well-run club, a fully pro- 
fessionally run outfit. Of 
course the crowds are fantas- 
tic, and something what 
every NSL club would be 
wishing to emulate. They are 
the benchmark of the game 
here and as soon as we see 
more Perth Glory's in the 
east, than we will find the 
league in great shape. 


RK: Both you and your 
partner-in-crime Bobby 
Despotovski has proved to be 
a deadly combination up 
front. How do you rate him 
personally. 


DM: Bobby is a great 


teams next season, what is 
your opinion of Perth having 
two sides in the NSL or 
South Australia for that mat- 
ter. 


DM: J don’t think I am 
qualified to answer a ques- 
tion like that. It is something 
the league needs to sort out 
themselves. 

Tf I knew the answer to 
that I'd be the head of Soccer 
Australia wouldn't I? I think 
whatever decisions are made 
with regards the reshaping of 
the league; it has got to be 
done for the game itself and 
not for the clubs. 

If the SA administration 
has done their homework 


going to catch them is to wait 
and see if they can knock 
each other off in-the top six. 


RK: Do you regret not 
being able to get a decent run 
overseas. 


DM: I didn’thave a prop- 
er opportunity when I did go. 
I was only on loan in 
Germany and things didn’t 
work out as well as I would 
have liked them to have 
done. 

But I don’t have any real 
regrets because I've been 
able to enjoy what I've 
already achieved. I’ve prob- 
ably been outspoken at times 
but that’s me, And, having 


have achieved if we fail once 
more, 

Frank has got a lot of pres- 
sure and responsibility on his 
shoulders, and’ you ‘live and 
die by your own decisions in 
this world. 


_ RK: Excuse the pun 
Damian, but what goals are 
left for Damian Mori and do 
you think you could overhaul 
Alex Tobin's appearance 
record. 

DM: I've got plenty of 
goals to achieve and score! 
One is I would like to play 
until I'm forty, As I said 
before, I don’t care about 
records, rd 


Player, He is scoring plenty Damian Morl: Celebrating one of his many goals for NSL frontrunners, Perth Glory. 


of goals this year, is a player 
with great technique, great RK: With moves to 
vision and very quick. It is reduce the league to twelve 


‘Damian Mor! (lef fling-out for the Socceroos F Iran, during the ill-fated 
qualifying 


against 
match for the 1998 World Cup. 
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properly and they consider 
two teams will work in Perth 
or South Australia, then so 
bet. It’s pointless putting a 
team into the league for sake 
of having a second team 
though; it’s got to be done for 
the benefit of soccer. 


RK: Has Perth Glory left 
their run for a chance to get a 
home final a little too late. 


DM: Wollongong is the 
team we need to be aware of, 
although their two outstand- 
ing games will be tough 
ones. It’s very tight and 
South Melbourne: still have 
to play the Wolves where 
points can go anywhere so I 
think it is still anyone’s ball 
game, 

Even though we are five 
points off the top and the 
leading five teams are start- 
ing to move away from the 
rest, we still can’t afford to 
drop points. 

The only way we are 


said that, people have got to 
take the opportunities when 
they come along, mine came 
late in life but I still enjoyed 
it and have some pleasant 
memories. But now, I'm 
enjoying my life in the NSL. 


RK: Do you still hold 
hopes of making more 
appearances for _the 
Socceroos regardless of your 
recent comments about team 
selection. 

DM: Every Australian 
soccer player wants to play 
for the Socceroos. Frank 
(Farina) picked a squad for 
the Colombian game and 
those boys deserve their 
chance and good luck to 
them. All I am concerned 
about is that Australia makes 
the World Cup. 

We can’t afford to let 
another four years go by 
without participating at a 
World Cup competition — 
for the sake of the game here. 
Tt will again destroy what we 


Personal milestones have 
no place for me in team 
sports. Sure, when it's over 
you can sit back and reflect 
‘on what you accomplished, 
but I think when you are 
involyed in a team sport, you 
are in exactly that. It’s the 
grand finals and champi- 
onships that matter most for 
me. 


RK: You said you would 
love to play until you are 
forty. Could that be still 
with Perth Glory. 


DM: Why not, I’ve got no 
problems here. In fact I've 
been lucky with all the clubs 
T’ve played for, They have 
all been great to me and 
Perth is no exception. The 
family haye settled even 
though the move had been 
difficult at this late point in 
my career, but Perth being 
the professional club that it 
is has nade things very easy 
for us. 


Marconi us The Eastern Pride 


Val IIIA 


By John Economos 


‘arconi on Saturday 

night clashes with the 

Eastern Pride at the 

Marconi Stadium in a match 

that the home coach, Eddie 

Krneevie, states they just have to 
win, 

‘The former Australian interna- 

tional Krncevie, stated to ABSW 

last night; “We could have our 


captain Dominic Longo out serv- 
ing a suspension. 

“We also have in doubt for this 
match Jamie Afkos who is having 
some problems with his Archilles 
tendon. 

“Hopefully though we could 
have Brendan Renaud and Buddy 
Farah back from injuries.” 

The Marconi coach desperately 
needs the return to action of left 
wingback Renaud plus the services 
of his tenacious defender Farah. 

Last Sunday night Marconi lost 
to Sydney Olympic 1-0 in the 91st 
minute of the match. 

Marconi sadly missed Renaud’s 
penetration and quality crosses 
from down the left flank. 


Marconl’s solid left wingback, 
be rushed back Into the side If fully fit. 


keeper David Aceski, 

Angelo Costanzo 
er Kris Trajanovski came 
away from Belmore Sports 
Ground last Sunday night with 
their reputations intact. 

With Longo in doubt, Farah’s 
return has now become of para- 
mount importance. 

Marconi’s South Korean former 
international, Pan Kuen Kim, is 
another that is in doubt with an 
ankle injury. 

Should Kim be forced to miss 
Saturday's match, Kmeevic will 
be left with the options of either 
playing his ‘screener’ Angelo 
Costanzo in that role, or bring in 
Farah, (if he’s able to pass a fitness 


expected to 


test ), as Marconi’s lateral defend- 
er, 

“We played badly against 
Sydney Olympic last Sunday and 
now it’s vital we win against the 
Eastern Pride. 

“T fully expect the Pride will be 
tough and difficult to break down 
as they are very well organised. 

“We'll have to be on our guard,” 
Kmeevic wamed. 

“It’s a game that we must win.” 

Meanwhile the Eastern Pride 
had a bye last week-end, 

The Pride languishing at the 
bottom of the League ladder with 
two wins and four draws, almost 
caused a huge upset in their last 
outing, their away-match to the 


star-studded Perth Glory. 

With a little better finishing in 
front of the target by-the 
things could haye been very differ- 
ent instead of the lads from the 
Latrobe Valley going down by 2-1 
to the Western Australians. 

The Pride’s coach and former 
tenacious Welsh international 
marker, Jeff Hopkins, stated last 
night to ABSW: “With our bye last 
week-end, I decided to give all the 
lads some time off to get their 
minds completely away from foot- 
ball. 

“J just wanted them to relax. 

“Our central midfielder, Dong 
Ki Kim, will miss the Marconi 
game through serving a suspen- 


MARCO 


sion, * 

“T'll be bringing to Sydney Paul 
Weare who we signed during the 
last off-season from thé“Northern 
Spirit. 

“Our away form was very ordi- 
nary earlier in the season. 

“But over the past five weeks or 
so our form has greatly improved. 

“We now find ourselyes with 
something to build on as we have 
slowly been getting back our con- 
fidence,” ended Hopkins. 


MARCONI 


STALLIONS 


VS 


EASTERN PRIDE 


SAT10 MARCH 7PM 
@ MARCONI STADIUM 


www.marconife.com 


Match Day Sponsor 
SOUTHCORP WINES 


Major Sponsor Archie Thompson: Marconi & Australia’s International striker. in action 


BRESCIA FURNITURE 3 
TICKETS AVAILABLE 


ores Dee bo, Sal Gas ie es a 


PH 9823 2222 FOR INFO OR AT THE GATE 
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By Bert van Bedaf 


obby McLachlan became the 

B= premier league coach to 
part the scene this season, 

McLachlan and Dandenong Thunder 


parted company last week after the 
Dandies lost 4-2 to Port Melbourne last 


‘The Veneto pitch has been blighted by 
a fungus and has been re-seeded and 
re-surfaced. "There will be an 
assessment,” Miles said. 
The Zebras had their 
match against St Albans 
postponed. The home 
game against Green 
Gully was played at 


Upon investigation Soccer Australia con- 
firmed he'd taken the field on five 
‘occasions, As he was not reg- 
istered by St Albans prior 
to the start of the season, 
he wasn't eligible to 
participate," Miles 
said, 

Bulleen might be 


JUST DANDY 


David Grella, who sur- 
prisingly started on the 
bench, was brought on at 
half time for David Terek 


/ST ALBANS SAINTS . 
DANDENONG THUNDER . 


Ivan Zilic for 2-0. 


Saturday week, Tim Bikicki left Aliona able to use its Veneto Fawkner and last By David Davutovic Dees Ee Gat arch 
Magic in the third round. ground for the home night's encounter iat ta haa Dandenong let a guilt- f the Thunder. But the 
A former coach at NSL club Eastemm match agains against Altona Magic 2 edged chance slip in stop- change did little to swin 
Pride when they were Gippsland Falcons Preston in round war moved to’ Olympic { Albans Saints con- page time as Fikret the a ae ens 
and VPL club Fawkner, McLachlan lift- eight on March 18. Village, tinued their great  Korkaricdribbled two play- dace i 
ed Dandenong back into the league this form, giving ers and struck the post jook control. 
season, But one point from four rounds Dandenong Thunder's _pefore Ovcin had his follow The game was beyond 
wasn't enough to save McLachlan from = new coach Sam Elmazi a yp fingertipped for a comer the Thunder's reach midway 
exiting. a e dl a Va | | 2 IS horror debut with a com- jy Vunderl, through the second half 
Bottom-side Dandenong did no better fortable 3-0 home victory when keeper Nick 
under Sampson Elmazi, the club's chief ‘on Sunday. Kalamaris could only parry 
executive and now also coach. The Elmazi replaced Bobby a Saints shot and Zilic 
McLachlan after the bagged his second with a 


Thunder crashed 3-0 to St Albans. 

Meanwhile, St Albans Saints are 
angry at losing last year’s player of the 
year Damien Vojtek for $3,000 to 
Heidelberg, 

"Y'm in shock. We've been shafted,” St 
Albans coach Peter Crocker said. 

Apparently the Saints were after 
$20,000 and were offered $2,000. The 
VSF tribunal determined Vojtek’s trans- 


curling shot from outside 
the area. 

The result may have been 
more emphatic if not for 
some first class goalkeeping 
by Kalamaris, who has been 
consistent for the Thunder 
so far this season. 


Thunder's 4-2 home loss to 
Port Melboume last week- 
end. McLachlan was sur- 
prisingly sacked after 
maintaining post match 
last week that his job was 
safe and the committee had 
to get their act together in 
signing a few players. 
Sunday's win takes the 


feel Strain 


said. 

Green Gully's financ- 
ing policy has seen it 
embrace a successful 
licencedgaming venue, 
which has offered the 
club a steady revenue 


GREEN GULLY .......--eeeeel 
FAWKNER BLUES .......++++02 
gling in sixth place fol- 
lowing a 2-1 loss to the 
Fawkner Blues last 


By Bert van Bedaf 


fer fee at $3,000 and the outcome is final. 
"A decision for compensation has 
been set. There's no right of appeal. 
The decision is final for all parties,” 


continues to feel the 


Victorian 
Premier League 


SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 

Altona Magic vs Fawkner Blues Paisley Reserve 
U21: 5.00pm ° First Grade: 7.00pm 

South Dandenong vs Bulleen Zebras George Andrew Reserve 


www.soccervictorid.org.au 
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ack-to-back sunday, 
champion — We're under 
Green Gully hammer," Gully presi- 


dent Charles Farrugia 


stream to afford an 
experienced squad. But 
the salary cap has put an 
end to this and Farrugia 


Surprise league 


only undefeated team 
after five rounds, play- 
ers and coach Chris 
Taylor are pinching 
themselves. 


Phoenix beat new- 


night. 


Saints to fourth spot with a 
game in hand after their sec- 
ond round clash with 
Bulleen Zebras was post- 


llija Rados. 


had his curling free kick 
from outside the area 
palmed away by Marijan 
Vunderl. 

The home side punished 
the Thunder in the 43rd 
minute as their industrious 
young midfielder Tom 
Milardovic sent in a cross 
from the right that was con- 
trolled and tucked away by 


(Match switched to Olympic Village, 6.15/8.1 Spm 
kick-offs) 


After Round § 


Altona East Phoenix 
Bentleigh Greens 
St Albans Saints 
Fawkner Blues 


1 


3 Dandenong Thunder 0 
2 Green Gully Cavaliers 1 


Sunday 4 March 2001 
3 Essendon Royals 


e TOP SCORERS ¢ 


VSF chief Geoff Miles said. strain of being regard- saa pee 
The Saints also were told Vojtek’s | ed as the favorite to poned, while the Thunder Player Club Goals 
Hes former es a take the title again this pete Saar aes to ot of the | ies ae ee a: ea , 
Mark Silic, was not eligible to play for y table with a solita jint icl Itas ‘ort Melbourne S 
them. mipeicee = Bit the salary cap tion from the salary cap, } from five ee es Alfonso Opazo Heidelberg United 4 
‘The VSF registered Silic, who played | may have restricted the because we've always The Saints opened the J Juan Nilo Bentleigh Greens 3 
one match forthe Saints, only to find out | Cavaliers ig their om ba Lada ie scoring after 26 minutes} Warren Spink, Bullen Zebras 3 
i ee ee ee Slee ag ene 
for Sydney United in the NSL. strong squad. pays re - f 
‘The federation immediately de-regis- = ne lib released tion,” Farrugia said. home by towering defender e RE SULTS e 


tered the player. ceri 
“Mark Silic was registered in error. ne ete leader, meanwhile, is Dandenong almost pro- ROUND 5 
at Ce modestly paid Altona | duced an equaliser ten min- Friday 2 March 2001 
Sef Ee ee East Phoenix. As the | ules later as Boris Ovcin } port Melbourne Sharks 1 Preston Lions 2 


Heidelberg United 


Monday § March 2001 


Bulleen Zebras v Altona Magic 


1 
2 


Vic PREMIER 


U2I: 3.00pm ° First Grade: 5.00pm on 
mer Essendon Royals 
Essendon vs Bentleigh Greens Epping Soccer Stadium 3-1. The Royals Ss, LEAGUE LADDER 
U21: 3.00pm First Grade: 5.00pm flush in their first pre- (AFTER ROUND 5) 
mier league season with = . = cos 
SUNDAY 11TH MARCH Seiya vie ie Altona East Phoenix . 5 0 : 10 Ae TS: 
Green Gully Cavalier vs Altona East Phoenix Green Gully Reserve LE ae Vor Melbourne Sharks 8. 4 0 1 15> 6 12 
U21: 5.00pm « First Grade: 7.00pm i ae 6 Heidelberg United fae (ee 
j ee ee St. Albans Saints 4 30 106 8 
Preston Lions vs St Albans Saints B.T. Connor Reserve Port Melbourne suf- es ricgh Greens 3 2 = 1 7 Zz = 
7 nt res 
U21: 3.00pm « First Grade: 5.00pm fered its first loss of the creer Cully Galles 8 3 0 Se Be od 
Heidelberg Utd vs Port Melb Sharks Olympic Park season to Preston, who Preston Lions 5 2 0 3 5 8 6 
U21: 5.00pm ° First Grade: 7.00pm are having serious prob- Fawkner Blues 5 1 Peay | 8.5 
lems internally but Bulleen Zebras 3 1 AE 1 6 See 
regrouped on the pitch. Essendon Royals es (0) 1 4 A 1OsseL 
For more information, log onto The Lions beat the Altona Magic 4 ie) I 5 5 Dane 
Sharks 2-1 last Friday Dandenong Thunder 5 ° 1 4 4 1S 221 


NSW Premier League 


ONNYRIGG BITE SHARKS 


KOUND 16 


Sutherland 


By Peter Smith 


B= dominated early 
exchanges and indeed much of the 
first half but generally failed to 
create a clear cut opening, This was in 
part was due to some impressive and 
determined Sutherland defending 
notably from youngster Leigh Magri and 
the club’s recently crowned player of the 
season Sean Robertson, The story of the 
first half was epitomised on 24 minutes 
when the ball pinged around the Sharks 
penalty area for what must have seemed 
an eternity for the home fans with every 
attempted shot covered by a desperate 
block, 

Finally, seven minutes before the inter- 
val, Bonnyrigg seemed certain to score 
when the usually deadly David Reid collect- 
ed a cross at the far post and with the lone 
defender in attendance slipping over, Reid 
had time to line up his shot and fire past an 
exposed Daniel Farias but again some 
Sharks despération saved the day - Jeremy 
Peitenon clearing Reid’s powerful drive off 
the line. 

‘Sutherland however were slowly coming 
into the game and right on the stroke of half 
time were dramatically denied a goal, Kris 
Karanasos’ dispossession of the last defend- 
er allowed Peter Pullicino to fire past 
Fernando Greco but the linesman’s slightly 
delayed flagging for offside saw the goal 


eventually disallowed after referee Vie 
Gauci had initially pointed to the centre cir 
cle, 

Maybe it was this incident or maybe it 
was coach Greg Woodhouse’s words of wis- 
dom but whatever it was, Bonnyrigg came 
‘out of the sheds breathing fire. 

Three goals to the visitors inside the 
opening 15 minutes of the second half effec- 
tively killing off the game. 

“Javier Mancino creating the first goal by 
getting to the by-line and flighting over a 
perfect cross for Robbie Gomez to control 
and drive home from close range. 

On 58 minutes Dave Harding was 
allowed far too much latitude by a static 
Sharks defence and he fired his shot inside 
Farias’ near post. A minute later and the 
game was all but over when Gomez grabbed 
his second after profiting from the bad luck 
of keeper Farias. The Sharks custodian get- 
ting down low to make a good stop toa shot 
from the edge of the area that had travelled 
through a sea of legs, however the ball rico- 
cheted perfectly to Gomez who was left 
with a simple tap-in 

Bonnyrigg continued to dominate with 
their midfield quintet of Michael 
Hawrysiuk, Chris Bradley, Reid and 
Harding outstanding, They had further 
chances to extend their lead through 
Hawrysiuk, Van Bentum, Mancino and 
Harding, the latter of whom was particular- 
ly unlucky after his bullet like volley rocked 
the crossbar, 

Finally with four minutes left on the 
clock Bonnyrigg claimed their fourth as the 
Sharks defence were again guilty of losing 
concentration, Johnny Ghisso’s corner was 
whipped over and Bradley rose to nod home 


from inside the 6-yard box. 

‘The Sharks had a couple of chances for a 
consolation in the dying moments of the 
game through Anthony Kanaan and Kris 
Karanasos but substitute keeper Trinity 
Allen made the most of a his brief and rare 


appearance to maintain his side’s clean 


sheet, 


id 


Javier Mancino: Bonnyrigg’s 
captain and leading goal scorer. 
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INSW Premier Leagi 


Demons Stretched by Coasties 


Blacktown City 


Central Coast 


By Don Regan 


entral Coast came within a whisker of 

snatching an improbable draw at the 

‘Gabbie Stadium last Saturday evening 
when they fought back from a three goal 
deficit. 

Reduced to ten men after the sending off of 
Adam Peatey in the 71st minute for two yellow 
cards, the Coasties stormed home with two late 
goals against the reigning Premiers, Blacktown 
City. Not for the first time this season, the 
Demons took their foot off the accelerator 
once the third goal went in in the 78th 
minute and they thought they could 
coast home for the remainder of 
the game, 

The Coasties’ busting mid- 
fielder Mark Williams thought 
otherwise and netted two quali- 
ty goals after bursting through 
from the middle of the park. He 
blasted his first one in from out- 
side the box in the 82nd minute 
after a pin-point pass from Peter 
Preston and he completed his double on the 
stroke-of full time after one of the visitor’s best 
performers, Dane Hokin, crossed to Preston who 
in tur cut the ball back for the advancing 
Williams to stroke home. 

The Demons looked to have recovered from 
their first defeat of the season against St george 
the previous week with a lively start to the game, 


Darren Tocca flashed a header just wide of the 
post in the 3rd minute and'Jinmhy Aschner, put in 
the clear by @ superb through ball from Peter 
Sermanni in the 12th minute, should have done 
better with his one on one with keeper Darren 
Moore. City finally got their reward for their early 
endeavours in the 17th minute after Steve Riches 
was brought down on the edge of the area, The 
home team’s claims for a penalty were brushed 
aside by the referee, Nick Asargiotis, but i 
became academic when Demons’ captain Damon 
Langan powered the ball straight into the net, 
Central Coast retaliated five minutes later bu 
Williams’ dipping shot was athletically tipped 
over the bar by the flying City goalie, John 
Crawley, the Demons had their opponents reeling 
immediately after the break when they registered 
their second goal, Aschner expertly head 
ing home Paul Dee's curling free 


Pro a. kick, Blacktown appeared to have 


the game sewin up in the 78th 
minute, and eith minutes afte 
Peatey's sending off, when a 
classic team effort led to 
their third goal. 
fp} Sermanni, Damien Foxe and 
/} Ben Willard combined some 
slick passing movements (0 
break through the Central Coast 
midfield and theygot the ball wide 
to Riches on the left, The flank man 
sped towards the line and whipped in a cen- 
ire where Aschner, again, was on hand4o head in 
his ninth goal in as many games, 

However, instead of the visitors being knocked 
out by this blow, they picked themselves up off 
the canvass and doubled their efforts, making the 
last twelve minutes a nervous one for the home 


7 


ST GEORGE SAINTS 1 
PENRITH PANTHERS 0 
he St. George Saints came 
away with a less than com- 
prehensive 1-0 win over the 
Penrith Panthers tonight, thanks 
toa Mirek Bacek strike in the 
24th minute. 

The lackluster Saints were 
lucky not to be punished in the 
dying moments of the match, 
after striker Leon . Alexiou 
missed a golden chance to put 
thehome side further up with 
five minutes remaining. 
Penrithfs Jon Hawkins received 
six stitches to the check follow- 
ing a clash with Achilleas 
Markopoulos, 


BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS 1 
CANTERBURY 1 
fanterbury Marrickville 
Olympic and the Belconnen 
Blue Devils moved closer to 
NSW Premier League semi- 
final elimination following a 1- 
all draw at Bruce Stadium on. 
Saturday night. With both teams 
realistically needing to win to 
stay in contention, the final 
resull means both teams have to 
win and rely on other results 
during the final two weeks. 
Olympic’s John 
Kyriazopoulos opened the scor- 
ing in the 53rd minute. He 
received a cross on the left side 
of the penalty area, and rounded 
Belconnen’s Matthew Cachia 
before rifling the ball past the 
Blue Devil ‘keeper. 
Belconnen’s equaliser came in 
the 71st minute through Steve 
Lazzari. Mark Jenkins put 
Geoff Howarth into open space 
down the right hand side, before 
Howarth crossed into the box to 
Lazzari, who promptly volleyed 
the ball into the back of the net. 


°¢ KESULTS e 


ROUND 16 


Penrith 


Belconnen played most of 
the match with ten men follow- 
ing Michael Lemezina’s 36th 
minute dismissal upon receiv- 
ing his second yellow card. 


St. George 1 
(Bacek 24m) 

Belconnen 1 
(Lazzari 71m) 

Sutherland 


Canterbury 
(Kyriazopoulos 53m) 
Bonnyrigg 

(Gomez 48 & 60m, 

Handing 59m, Bradley 86m) 
Central Coast 
(Williams 83 & 90m) 


Leichhardt 
(Karavauakis 30m) 


PARRAMATTA 4 
LEICHHARDT 1 

ing at the business end of 

the season, this was always 
going to be an important match 
for both teams, 

Balla Conde had a part in all 
four goals for the home side and 
it was his contribution that 
proved decisive, especially in 
the second half. In what was 
Sometimes a scrappy game, the 
home side took control and 
brought themselves closer to 
securing second spot in the 
minor premiership and showing 
some good form leading up to 
the finals. 


Blacktown City 
(Langan 19m, 

‘Aschner 47 & 80m) 
Parramatta Eagles 
(Conde 14 & 66m, 
Bakis 55m, Dwyer 61m) 


¢ TOP SCORERS e 


AFTER ROUND 16 
Club 
Blacktown City Demons. 14 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Player 
Darren focca 
Steve Lazzani 
Jim Aschner 
Javier Mancino 


NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 16) 


soccer 
FEDERARION 


- A 
45 20 
40 26 
592k 
26 28 
of S55 
25. 25 
Kier 7 Bree 
28-29 21 
Penrith Bement pecs! 
Sutherland Bis 10 23625: 
For further information see: www.nswpremierleague.com 


39 
34 
29 
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25 
22 


_ Blacktown City 

_ Parramatta Eagles 
Bonnyrigg 
St George 
Leichhardt 
Canterbury-M ‘ville 
Central Coast 
Belconnen 
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w 
12 
11 
8 
8 
7 
6 
7 
6 
1 
0 
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side, 


NSW Premier 
League 


www.nswpremierleague.com 


ROUND U7 


FRIDAY 9TH MARCH 
Conterbury Marricvillev Sutherland Sharks ST GEORG STADIUM 


Under 195: 6.00pm First Grade: 8.00pm 


SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 
Central Coast v St George Saints _PLUIM PARK 
Bonnyrigg Eagles v Blactown City SERBIAN CENTRE 


Under 19s: 5.00pm First Grade: 7.00pm - 
Leichhardt Tigers v Belconnen LAMBERT PARK ~ 


Under 19s: 4.30pm First Grade: 6.30pm 
| SUNDAY 11TH MARCH | 
Parramatta v Penrith Panthers MELITA STADIUM 


Under 19s: 4.30pm "First Grade: 6.30pm 


NSW Premier League 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
NSW Premier League and other NSW 


Soccer news 


Oficial clothing 
°’Soccer Saturday’ on super to NSWSF 
Radio 2SER-FM (107.3) 


from 11am-12pm every Saturday 


WWW.SOCCernsw.com.au 
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— JAY LUCAS: 
A WOLF 
ON THE MOVE 


By Mark By Mark Stavroulakis 


; he 16-year-old young 
gun Jay Lucas has lit- 
erally set his world on 

fire with his recent transfer 
deal with English Premier 
League club Southampton. 

‘The big six footer had also 
been in the headlines for scor- 
ing vital goals for the 
Wollongong Wolves in their 
recent Oceania club champi- 
onship win in Papua New 
Guinea. The question however 
remains: what can’t this kid 
do? 

Young Jay started off his 
career at the Wolves youth 
squads where he enjoyed play- 
ing his football every Saturday 
morning. 

“T played for the Wolves in 
both UI3 and Ul4's before 
moving onto the reserve grade 
side, It’s always good playing 


in the elite competition as it 
develops you as a player. 

After the U14’s season fin- 
ished, Youth coach and now 
assistant to Ron Corry in the 
First grade, Stuart Beedie 
asked me to play reserve 
grade, It was a huge jump but [ 
felt as though it helped my 
game a lot, Spending one year 
in the reserve grade side 
helped me physically and tech- 
nically, and also boosted my 
confidence. At the start of the 
season I was coming off the 
bench, but towards mid-season 
I was given the chance to start 
and played full games until the 
end of the season. | managed 
to score six goals that year, 
something of which was a 
huge achievement for me,” 
said the former Corrimal High 
Student, 

Lucas enjoyed State success 
as well, as the big striker was 
chosen to play for NSW three 


times in the National 
Tournaments, “In the U-13, we 
participated in the Friendship 
games and did really well 
there, U-14’s was the National 
titles but due to bad weather 
that year, the tournament was 
cancelled. U-15's was great 
though as we took out the 
National titles by beating 
Northem NSW. It was a good 
feeling putting on that blue and 
white jersey, and it was great 
being apart of such a great 
squad, | had a good tourna- 
ment and bagged nine goals all 
up, it was defiantly the place 
that helped my career, espe- 
cially trailing abroad,” said 
Lucas. 

After the U-15 Nationals 
were over, elite players were 
selected to stay back and trial 
for the new Joeys squad. The 
team made up of mainly 16- 
year-old, Jay was one of three 
players selected from the 


Jay Lucas: Bound for Europe with English club, 
Southampton. 


UI5's group, ilt was a great 
feeling hearing my name on 
the speakers, 1 was really 
ecstatic,” said the lucky 
teenager. 

As time went on, Jay partic- 
ipated in almost every Joey's 
camp, before being selected to 
represent his country at the 
UI7 Oceania qualifiers in 
Samoa, where he scored four 
goals in three games. 

“Last September I got the 
call-up to play for the Joeys. It 


was the proudest moment I 
have ever experienced so far. It 
was great going to Samoa and 
winning our group, as now we 
play the winner of the other 
Oceania group to see who 
qualifies for the finals in 


Trinidad and Tobago in 
August, said the “goal 
machine’. 


Season 00/01 started real 
strongly for Young Lucas and 
it was only time until the 
Wolves caught on to sign this 


youngster for it’s first grade 
squad. “While I was trialing 
for Middlesborough and 
Coventry last year, the Wolves 
were looking for a striker. 
Once I returned from trials 
overseas, assistant coach 
Stuart Beedie recommended 
me to Ron Corry and I was 
signed.” 

My debut was tough as we 
played Carlton away from 
home. It was a huge step anda 
big experience for myself,” 
said Lucas. 

The young Wolf has made 
several appearances for the 
Wolves coming off the bench 
and has really made an impact. 
on his so far short career. One 
tournament Jay starred in how- 
ever was the recent World 
Club Qualifiers in Papua New 
Guinea where Lucas scored a 
mammoth eight goals in seven 
matches. 

“It was a big experience 
going to PNG, climate and 
poor fields really worked 
against us. It was tough before 
the qualifiers started as every- 
‘one thought that we'd win this 
easy. It was a real difficult 
tournament towards the end as 
teams from Vanuatu and New 
Zealand proved to be a hand- 
ful. 

We won the tournament 
regardless and now are looking 
forward to the World Club 
Championships in Spain in 
July. All the boys are looking 
forward to playing the likes of 
Real Madrid and Manchester 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


United” to name a few. 
Southampton has said that 
they would release me for the 
tournament in Spain, so it 
should be a good two weeks,” 
said the Wolves number 14. 

Jay trialed for 
Middlesborough, Coventry 
and Southampton _ before 
choosing the ideal club for 
him. “I thought Southampton 
was really good as I really 
enjoyed my stay there. The 
club and players were great to 
me whilst I was there and also 
with the help af some Aussies 
at the club, (Scott McDonald, 
Matthew Rosier and Darren 
Broxton), it makes me settle in 
much easier, I signed for 
Southampton two weeks 
before the trip ta PNG on a 3- 
year scholarship, and as soon 
as I tum 17, I'm offered a pro- 
fessional contract. 

T'll be staying at a place 
called the ‘Lodge’, which is 
two minutes away from ‘the 
Dell’, and it's a place that 
Jooks after all the youth play- 
ers of Southampton, | really 
can't wait to go in July after 
the Club Championships in 
Spain, as it was a dream since 
1 was a youngster to play pro- 
fessional in England,” said the 
future Southampton star. 

Only months away until his 
initial departure from 
Australian soil, Jay Lucas is a 
man on a mission and that’s to 
do Australia proud in one of 
the toughest leagues in the 
world, 
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LEADING SCORERS 


Name : 
Steve Manceski. 
Nick Waite 
Denis Mustac 
Brett Cunningham: 
Veton Korcareyski 
Carlo Melina 
Viktor Memeti 
Aref El Dib 


South Melb: Institute 
Eastern Pride 
Melbourne Knights 
Peninsula Blues 

VIS 

Melb. Knights Aca. 
South Dandenong 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
South Melb. Eagles Ac 
Bullen Zebras 
Albury Wodonga 
Fawkner Blues 
Preston Lions” 


Team 

South Melbourne 
Carlton Peninsula Blues 
Easter Pride 

Fawkner Blues 

South Dandenong: 
Carlton Peninsula Blues 
Sth Dandenong: 

‘Sth Melb Eagles Aca 


Sots hee soto oe 


By Roy Hay 


Bulleen Zebras 1 
Peninsula Blues 3 
Peninsula Blues beat Bullen Zebras 
by three goals to one at Smith 

Reserve on Wednesday. 

Bullen started very brightly 
dominating the opening ten minutes 
but could not find a goal in that peri- 
od. Carlo Melina’s spectacular over- 
head kick put the Blues ahead in 23 
minutes and lifted his side. 

Bulleen came back with a goal 
just before the interval from Steve 
Bouios but in the second half the 
strength of the Blues began to tell 
and Nick Waite added a second goal 
in 77 minutes, and Melina got the 
third in 82, 


Melb. Knights Academy 1 
Fawkner Blues 0 


A single goal by Sertan Doganay 


gave Melbourne Knights Academy 
its win over Fawkner Blues on 
Friday. The goal came in the 16th 


minute, 
Best for the Knights were ROUND 18 & 19 RESULTS 
Matsumi Nishida, Ramazan 


‘Wednesday 28 February 2001 
Bulleen Zebras 1 
(Bouios) 

Peninsula Blues 3 
(Melina 2, Waite) 
Round 19 


Popovski) 
‘South Melbourne Eagies Ac 1 
(Felice Denittis) 


Taysancioglu and Dario Matkovic, 


VIS 4 
Sth Melbourne Eagles 1 
South Melbourne Eagles Academy: 
surprised the VIS by taking an early. 
lead and holding it till half time, but 
the second half was a different story 
as the VIS hit back with four goals. 

Felice Denittis scored for the 
Academy in-12 minutes and it was 
not till the 50th minute that the VIS 
managed an equalizer from Brendan 
Beni. : 

Frank Lagana chimed in with two 
quick goals in 65 and 66 minutes 
and Michael Popovski rounded out 
the scoring with his first for the sea- 
son in the last minute. One feature 
of the VIS performance was that 
three of their players from country 
Victoria were on target this week 
and they have been good players 
consistently in recent matches. 


Esposito 4, ace Manet ans) 
Green Gully 3 
(Bosnich, Watetson £ Tawi) 
Albury-Wodonga 0 
Round 15 
Bulleen Zebras 0 
Melbourne Knights § 
(Cogger 2; Gelemanovic, Razoy, Petko, 
Carmignani, Nastevski, 
Ovin goal) 


Friday 2 March 2001 
Peninsula Bives 2 
(Melino, Nicholls) 

South Dandenong 2 
(Korcarevski, Kaczmarski) 
Melbourne Knights Academy 1 
(Sertan Doganay) 

Fawkner Blues 9 

3 March 2001 
vis4 
Frank Lagana 2, Breadan Beni, Michel 


ROUND 20 FIXTURES 


Saturday 10 March 2001 
South Melbourne Eagles Acad y 
Green Gully, 

(Keilor Park Reserve, 5 pm) 
Fawkner Blues vy Eastern Pride, 
(C. B. Smith Reserve, 4 pm) 
Sunday 11 March 2001 
Melbourne Knights ¥ 
Melbourne Knights Academy, 
(Knights Stadium, 4 pm) 


Eastern Pride-v Bye 


South Dandenong v 
Albury-Wodonga, 

(George Andrews Reserve, 4. pm) 
Wednesday 14 March 2001 
Bulleen Zebras y South Melbourne, 
(Veneto Club, 7 pm) 


Bye v VIS 
Bye v Preston Lions 
Bye v Peninsula Blues 


NORTHERN DIVISION - RD 21 


FRIDAY 1 MARCH 2001 
NSWIS ....-000+ 2 ACT Academy .....2 
Wollongong Wolves 1 Parramatta Power ..3 


SATURDAY 3 MARCH 2001 
Canberra Cosmos 2 Newcastle United ...3 
Sydney United ... A Sydney Olympic ....1 


SATURDAY 3 MARCH 2001 
Northern Spirit ee SBI oe Ss 
QAS . 4 Marconi Colts 
Sydney Olympic Youth ....1. Marconi Youths ....2 

Bye- ae United Colts 


Northern Spirit Vs ACT Academy 4:00pm, Christie Park 
QAS Vs Sydney United 4:00pm, Ballymore 
Sydney Olympic Academy Vs Sydney Olympic Youth 4:00pm, 
Wentworth Park 
Marconi Stallions Youth Vs Newcastle United Colts 5:00pm, 

Marconi Stadium 
BYE NSWIS 

NSWIS Vs Newcastle United Colts 6:30pm Valentine Sports Park 


t 

ALS. 1 

ROUND 22 ~ FIXTURES Parramatta Power 5 
Newcastle United Youth Vs AIS 5:15pm Marconi Stallions 3 
Marathon Stadium, Northern Spirit 5: 

Parramatta Power Vs Marconi Stallions Colts 7:00pm Newcastle United 5 
Melita Stadium Wollongong Wolves 5 

Canberra Cosmos Vs Wollongong Wolves 4:00pm Sydney Olympic Fae 
Bruce Stadium 9 

9 

9 
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Sydney United t 
we Stallions Colts 


QAS.- 

Sydney Of 
Newcastle U 
ACT Academy 


Oe eee se 


A EC ra 


MBN o oe 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne. Brisbane. 4006. 


Phone: (07) 3252 5327 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 


IPSW Knights 
B‘’Berg Waves 
Gold Coast City 
Mt Gravatt 
Wynnum 
Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
T'wmba Raiders 
Taringa Rovers 
Rochedale Rovers 
Eastern Suburbs 
Pine Rivers Utd 


Brisbane City 
Pine Rivers Utd . 
Rochedale Rovers 
Taringa Rovers . 
Eastern Suburbs 
Mt Gravatt . . 


Slacks Creek 
North Star 
Brisbane Olympic Utd 
The Gap 
Rocklea Utd 
Grange Thistle 
Mitchelton 
Redlands Utd 
Capalaba 
Souths Utd 
Albany Creek 
Newmarket 
North Pine 
Acacia Ridge 


North Star . 
Acacia ridge 
Albany Creek 
Capalaba .... 
Grange Thistle . 
Rocklea Utd 


he Queensland 
Soccer Federation 
announced the 


appointment of Mr Rohan 
Cassell as its new 
Operations Administrator. 

Mr Cassell replaces Mr 
Jim Gilbert who recently 
resigned from this position 
previously referred to as 
Secretary of the Federation. 

Mr Cassell has a strong 
administration background 
having been with the 
Queensland Public Service 
Union and more recently as 
the office Manager for 
Cheryl Kernot MP Federal 
Member for Dickson. 

“He brings to the 
Federation a large array of 
skills including valuable 
experience in Education and 


ROUND 1 


NooWURH 


ee jes. ween reget | 
eoooococo+-+~+s 
ooo e Hew Hooos 
mee oooooCCCOr 
NOWCOHeNNENUD 


Brisbane Lions 
IPSW Knights . 
Gold Coast City 


Wynnum 


Workplace Training 
Relations, IT Application 
and has proven Analytical 


skills,” stated Mr Steve 
Wilson, QSF General 
Manager. 


On his appointment Mr 
Cassell said “it is a wonder- 
ful opportunity that would 
enable him to put in place 
the skills he has learnt over 
the years and he feels 
through actively communi- 
cating with all stake holders 
in Queensland Soccer, better 
relationships throughout the 
community can be forged.” 

He added “it is all about 
understanding the clubs 
requirements.” 

Mr Cassell commences 
his duties immediately. 


T’wmba Raiders . . 
B‘berg Waves... . 
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IPSW Knights 
Rochedale Rovers 
T’wmba Raiders 
Brisbane City 
B’berg Waves 
Mt Gravatt 
Wynnum 
Brisbane Lions 
Eastern Suburbs 
Gold Coast City 
Taringa Rovers 
Pine Rivers Utd 


Brisbane City .. 
Pine Rivers Utd . 
Rochedale Rovers 
Taringa Rovers .. 
Eastern Suburbs . 
Mt Gravatt . . 


wuoouou 


eee ed) | 


ROUND 1 


ecoooo+Hococo00gs 
mee eH ooooCooOor 


COo-OoNuUHKUNnUe® 


cocococoH--H-- gk 


Prusuuuono-of 


Brisbane Lions . . 


IPSW Knights . 
Gold Coast City 


T’wmba Raiders . 


B’berg Waves . 
Wynnum ... 


P W D L GF GA Pts 
2 2 tO OO. 8 1 6 Souths Utd 
Cee me) Cat eee, Peer et Redlands Utd 
ee ee ee oe The Gap 
Yee ber er ee eee ed North Star 
Sn Ys Yas LS Pe? Mitchelton 
De th el iceite ete Bo D Brisbane Olympic Utd 
Bis i Ollie Site: Slacks Creek 
2. eZ, Dog ees 2) Albany Creek 
BE 2i0o oe 1 OZ Rocklea Utd 
PO rons 1 1 Capalaba 
PaO) oO, Al 1 Grange Thistle 
2 al oes) Ce 2.0 North Pine 
ite 0722" “02 0 Newmarket 
eae OO ee ee Si ee Acacia Ridge 
ROUND 2 
.2 The Gap . North Star . . 
Mitchelton .. . Acacia Ridge . 
Slacks Creek . Albany Creek 
-l Redlands Utd... Capalaba . . 
.1 Brisbane Oly Utd . Grange Thistle 
ol “North Fine .......... Rocklea Utd . 


Newmarket . . 


P W D L GF 
tc et," asia | al 
2. 20 S00 “5: 
Zeke AO. 
re NO, 
2 ASO ao. 
Figo a RE Se 
we OA ae 
ae gl Wa fo 
Act NA 2 ail Pes 
Din te Oe A, 
20 ES 
2 10. (OERZF SD. 
2m OS 
20 00% 27220) 
KOUND 2 
.2 TheGap... 
-0 Mitchelton .. 
.2 Slacks Creek . 
-l Redlands Utd . 
-l Brisbane Oly Utd 
.-5 North Pine .. 
-.0 Souths Utd . 


Role mee ong 


S 


NAIAG 


wleleb 
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eoooo--unuuu®g 


coouUUMUUUEEAae 


Sunshine Coast 
Taringa Rovers 
IPSW Knights 
Brisbane Lions 
Wynnum 

Gold Coast City 
Mt Gravatt 
Rochedale Rovers 
Twmba Raiders 
Pine Rivers Utd 
Brisbane City 
Eastern Suburbs 


Brisbane City 
Pine Rivers Utd . 
Rochedale Rovers 
Taringa Rovers . . 
Eastern Suburbs . 
Mt Gravatt . . 


DIVISION 1 SEMI PRO youth 


Acacia Ridge 
Souths Utd 
Capalaba 
North Pine 
Brisbane Olympic Utd 
Redlands Utd 
Newmarket 
Slacks Creek" = 
Rocklea Utd 
North Star 
The Gap 
Albany Creek 
Mitchelton 
Grange Thistle 


Acacia Ridge . 
Albany Creek 
Capalaba .. 
Grange Thistle . . 
Rocklea Utd 
Newmarket ., 


-uoHo 


eee eee] 


ROUND 1 
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W D L GF GA Pts’ 
2 (0.40) S12) 0G a6) 
2 \0UNG S12 ar 6 
20-705 10) 2 6 
1 1 On eSoug tage) 
bee et mer i ae 23 
f Ole. hear 3 
1 SO" lag sc 8 Se 
i" 1G) Agee Re SONS 
Oe de (hieSirugand 
OF Oe 0h Oe O ee) 
al Ogle SIRES Ran) 
0. 0° 21 60) 
OO AO Ae. 
as LO DD 7! 0 
UND 2 
Mitchelton .... 
Slacks Creek .. 


eoosccocoeocooccd 
meee HH--occooooCom 


coco ooKe ee eee 


Brisbane Lions 
IPSW Knights . . 
Gold Coast City 4 
Twmba Raiders . . . 
Sunshine Coast ... 
Wynnum 


Redlands Utd 
Brisbane Olympic Utd , .4 
North Pine 
Souths Utd 


Steve Wilson: Queensland Soccer Federation 
General Manager. 
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FIXTURES ROUND 


= Saturday 10th March ~—e_ 
Bberg Waves v Brisbane City 7. 00pm 
__ TBA Raiders v Eastern Subs 7.00p 


England win thrills Eriksson 


ven Goran Eriksson 

has admitted that 

England's 3-0 win 
over Spain is a surprise 
even for him in his first 
match in charge. 

"To beat Spain 3-0 is 
always a very good result,” 
Eriksson said after goals 
from Nick  Barmby, 
Liverpool team mate Emile 
Heskey and Ugo Ehiogu 
sealed victory at Villa Park. 

But the Swede added: "It 
was a very positive surprise. 
When I woke up this morn- 


League 
officials 
wade into 
Ziege 
transfer saga 
K= Premier 

League _ officials 
were = to visit 
Liverpool last week in a bid 
to break the deadlock in the 


club's dispute —_ with 
Middlesbrough over the 


transfer of defender 
Christian Ziege. 

The 29-year-old German 
international left Middles- 


brough to join the 
Merseysiders last August, but 
the clubs have failed to reach 
agreement over a transfer fee 
and Ziege's former club have 
threatened High Court action. 

Ziege, Middlesbrough's 
player of the year for ast 
son, left the Riverside in a 
monious circumstances, with 
the club complaining of an 
illegal approach, 

Liverpool used a get-out 
clause in Ziege's contract to 
sign the former AC Milan 
player for 5.5 million pounds 
($7.96 million) ~ well below 
Middlesbrough's eight mil- 
lion pound ($11.58 million) 
valuation. 

"The clause was given 
because without it, Christian 
would have stayed with 
Milan,” said Boro chairman 
Steve Gibson. 


ing I was hoping just for a 
win -- but not by three clear 
goals. 

"I know it was only a 
friendly. But all the players 
did extremely well for me 
and I am very proud of them. 

"We were perhaps a little 
nervous for the first 15 or 20 
minutes. But I don't think 
you can be better than a team 
like Spain for the whole 90 
minutes." 

England led 1-0 at half- 
time from Barmby's 38th- 
minute opener _ before 
Eriksson made six substitu- 
tions at the interval, includ- 
ing the withdrawal of captain 
David Beckham, 

"We decided before the 
game that those players 
involved in the Champions 
League and UEFA Cup 
would only play for the first 
45 minutes," he said. 

"Thad tried right up to the 


German 


kick-off to get permission to 
make 11 changes. But Spain 
would not agree to any more 
than seven." 

Eriksson insisted that his 
decision not to even include 
Arsenal goalkeeper David 
‘Seaman on the bench did not 
signal the end of his interna- 
tional career. 

"T've known for many 
years what he can do and this 
was an opportunity for me to 
have a look at David James 
and Nigel Martyn," he said. 

But Eriksson said he had 
an open mind about who 
would be his first-choice 
keeper for England's two 
World Cup qualifying games 
in March against Finland and 
Albania. 

“We've got three weeks to 
think about those games, so 
let's enjoy today's result 
now," Eriksson said. 


Press downgrade 


"It's a good job we meet a different 


Goran Eriksson: Relishing fine maiden outing as 
England coach. 


‘The World Player of the Year netted 


erman —mass-circulation 

daily newspaper Bild took a 

sly dig at Germany's World 

Cup rivals England last Wednesday 

after their own national side was 

outclassed by champions France ina 
friendly the day before, 

"Champagne — football versus 

German hard work. The world cham- 

pions are simply a class ahead," Bild 


calibre of team in the World Cup qual- 
ifiers. Albania, Greece, Finland: and 


England. 
That's more our kind of league," 
Juventus midfielder Zinedine 


Zidane scored with a crashing left-foot 
Shot in the 27th minute to secure World 
Cup holders and European champions 
France a 1-0 win at the Stade de 


his 17th international goal as France 
eamed their third straight win over 
Germany and extended their unbeaten 
record to nine maiches stretching back 
to the European championship finals 
Jast June. 

"Why don't we have anyone Jike 
Zidane?" Bild added. 


said: 


France. 


French defeat saddens Voeller 


erman coach 
Rudi Voeller was 
far from pleased 


with his side's display 
after they went down 1-0 
to France in a friendly 
international at the Stade 
de France last week 
‘Tuesday night. 

The defeat — meant 
Germany's recent revival as 
an international force came 
to a halt, but Voeller said 
there was no disgrace in 


Christian Ziege: Caught in a transfer stalemate. 


losing to the world and 
European champions even 
if his experimental side did 
not play to their full poten- 
tial. 

"There is no shame in 
losing to France, who are 
the best team in the world, 
but I think we looked too 
scared," he said. 

"We didn't take enough 
tisks and we didn't show 
enough courage. 

In the overall analysis 


Figo strikes as Portugal 


uis Figo, the world's 
most expensive play- 


er, scored twice 
and made another 
goal in Portugal's 
one-sided 3-0 home 
win over lowly = 
Andorra in a World 
Cup qualifying match 
last week. 
Figo opened the scor- 
ing for Portugal within 
seconds of the kick-off, 
easily beating Andorra 
goalkeeper Koldo 


Alvarez from inside the box 
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we made too many mis- 
takes, missed too many 
passes and were punished.” 

German playmaker 
Mehmet Scholl agreed with 
Voeller, saying: 

"We should not have 
shown France so much 
respect”. * 

But Scholl added that his 
team could still take some- 
thing positive from the 
game. 

"We will learn from this. 


after receiving a through ball 
from Rui Costa. 

Portugal settled into a 
slow passing game that 

barely allowed the 
> Pyrennean visitors 

across the half-way 
line, but were unable 
to convert any chances 
until Pauleta scored with 
a header in the 36th 
minute after Figo crossed 
from the right. 
Figo grabbed 
Portugal's third goal 
in the 48th minute when he 


We believe we have pro- 
gressed in this game," he 
said. 

Voeller, whose side have 
some important World Cup 


qualifying matches coming~~ | 


up, praised midfielder 
Michael Ballack. 

"Ballack is a player of 
great talent, He has big 
dreams and I've no doubt 
he will realise them,” said 
the former German interna- 
tional striker. 


Malian leader 
seeks speedier 
Nations Cup 
preparations 


ali President 
Alpha Oumar 
Konare —_ has 


demanded that organis- 
ers of next year's African 
Nations Cup speed up 
preparations. 

He responded last week 
to criticism that the West 
African state would not be 
ready to host the tourna- 
ment. 

He told organisers and 
other officials preparing 
for the biennial competi- 
tion that they have to be 
ready for the January 19 
opening. 

"I think there has been 
progress, but there is still a 
lor y to go," Konare 
said," First. of all,wesneed) 
infrastructures, and men 
and women to manage 
them, and we need to be 
prepared to receive the 
spectators." 

The Confederation of 


African Football (CAF) 
confirmed in January, Mali 
would host the tournament 
after an inspection team 
spent five days visiting the 
sites of stadiums and train- 
ing grounds in the five host 
towns, 

Critics have said the 
programme of new stadi- 
ums combined — with 
improvements to Mali’s 
transport infrastructure ig 
too ambitious for the 
impoverished country and 
that the finals might have 
to be held elsewhere. 

Konare said he had set 
up special groups to deal 
with potential problems. 

"We also need from now. 
onto have-w clear idea. of 
the fixtures and the open- 
ing and closing cere- 
monies...and we must be 
prepared for any eventuali- 
ty," Konare added. 


Luis Figo: On target twice for Portugal. 


converted a deft pass. from 
Nuno Gomes, returning from 
a hefty ban imposed by 
UEFA for his wild behaviour 
at the end of their losing 
Euro 2000 semifinal against 
France, 

Portugal stay top of Group 
2 with 10 points, four points 
ahead of second-placed 
Cyprus on six points, while 
Andorra remain bottom and 
have yet to win a point after 
losing every qualifying game 
played so far. 


aN 


] 
| 


ranz Beckenbauer has crit- 
F icised troubled Germany 

striker Oliver Bierhoff for 
his poor showing in a 1-0 defeat 
to France in a friendly interna- 
tional last week. 

“One player irritated me in par- 
ticular even though he only played 
for 20 minutes,” the former World 
| Cup-winning captain and coach 
wrote of Bierhoff in his column in 
‘The Bild newspaper, 

Bierhoff, normally the team’s 
captain, came on for Carsten 
Jancker in the 67th minute of the 
game at Stade de France. 

“He was only on for a short peri- 
od but still managed to stand off- 
side 10 times, He simply didn’t run 
back fast enough,” Beckenbauer 
wrote, 

“T have to ask myself how that 
can happen to a fresh substitute, 
especially given Bierhoff’s current 


Oliver Bierhoff: Going through a slump In form. 


BECKENBAUER BERATES 
LACKLUSTRE BIERHOFF 


for AC Milan recently and has to 
fight for his place in the national 
team.” 

The 32-year-old Bierhoff, who 
won hero status by scoring both 
goals in Germany's 2-1 golden-goal 
vietory over the Czech Republic in 
the 1996 European championship 
final at Wembley, is no longer an 
‘automatic choice for Germany head 
coach Rudi Voeller. 

Beckenbauer, now the Bayern 
Munich chairman and a vice-presi- 
dent of the German Football 
Association (DEB), expressed sup- 
port for Voeller, whose men 
showed little against the world and 
European champions but fought 
bravely. 

[ have no reproach to make to 
Rudi Voeller,” Beckenbauer wrote 
in his Bild column, “His goal was 
to limit damage against the French 
and he managed to do that.” 


SPANISH PRESS BEMOAN 


r | he Spanish media 
have rounded on yet 
another disappoint- 

ing performance by their 

national side following their 

3-0 defeat by in England ina 

friendly match at Villa Park 

last week. 

“Spain slumps into total dis- 
credit,” read the headline in 
national newspaper El Pais. 

“No play, no goals, no moti- 
vation, nothing at all,” com- 
plained sports daily As, while 
its rival Marca raised the 
question: 

“Why do Spanish clubs tri- 
umph and the national side 
always fail?” 

What has made the defeat 
all the more galling, according 
to the Spanish media, is that 
they say it came against a side 
who have been suffering one 
of the worst crises in their long 
history. 

Bottom of their World Cup 


qualifying group and so des- 
perate for a solution to the 
poor performance of the 
national side that they have 
had to turn to a foreign coach, 
England were still capable of 
inflicting a resounding defeat 
on Spain. 

‘That, at least, was the line 
taken by the Spanish media . 

“England, who have done 
nothing recently, and who lack 
experience with a new coach, 
taught us a severe lesson, a 
defeat that should leave us 
red-faced and with our heads 
low,” Marca said. 

Spain did manage to domi- 
nate possession for long peri- 
ods of the match but, despite 
some neat passing in midfield, 
looked toothless in attack. 

They were cruelly exposed 
by England on the break for 
Nick Barmby’s opening goal 
at the end of the first half, 
while some woeful defending 


LOSS TO ENGLAND 


allowed Sven Goran 
Eriksson’s side to help them- 


lay-off. 


selves to two goals from cor- 
ners in the second half. 


=, 


Ruud Van Nistelroy: Back in action after lengthy injury 


VAN NISTELROOY BACK IN ACTION 


had two attempts at goal but did not score. 


situation, as he has hardly played 


MANCINI AWAITS DECISION AS FIORENTINA COACH 


oberto Mancini will discover 
tomorrow if he will be allowed 
become coach of Serie A club 


Fiorentina, Italian media reported last Mancini’s situation is clarified. 


week, “On Sunday afternoon Mancini will 
watch the match with me as a spectator,” 
said Fiorentina vice-president Mario 


Former Italian international Mancini 
has been offered the post following the 


resignation of Turkish coach Fatih Terim — Sconcerti. 


had a brief spell as their coach in the 
early 1990s but has worked mainly as a 
youth coach, to be caretaker until 


‘anchester United target Ruud 
van Nistelrooy made his first 
competitive appearance for a 


year on Thursday, last week. 

The Dutch striker, out with a knee injury 
since last March, played 79 minutes for PSV 
Eindhoven’s reserves against Sparta 
Rotterdam reserves. 

The 1999-2000 Dutch player of the year 


coach at Lazio but not in Florence. If the 
rules are overturned then even a horse 
could sit on the bench,” Faschetti said. 


PSV won 6-1. 
English champions United have said they 
remained interested in the player after a pro- 


posed 18.5 million pounds fhove last March 
collapsed because of concern about his fit- 
ness, 


TUNISIAN COACH, 
SCOGLIO, QUITS 


junisia’s national coach Francesco 

Scoglio is quitting the job to 

return to his former Italian sec- 
ond division club, Genoa. 

Scoglio told a news conference last 
week Thursday, he had asked permission 
from the Tunisian Football Federation 
(FTF) to join Genoa as a technical coach 
for three months until June 10 — while 


news agency said, adding that the name of 
the new coach will be announced next 
weekend. 

Tunisia’s next match is an away fixture 
against Morocco on March 25 in a group 
three qualifier for the African Nations Cup. 

Tunisia are currently ‘second in the four- 
team group after losing 1-0 to Morocco in 
the home leg in January, 


“He will be my guest in Bari while 
Luciano Chiarugi will be on the bench.” 
Sconcerti is optimistic that Mancini 


but he may not be able to take it under 
Serie A regulations, the Gazetta dello 
Sport said. 


retaining his job in Tunis. 
“T received a very unpleasant, three-line 


DJORKAEFF FACES 


‘These state that coaches cannot switch _will be given the green light to take up his reply,” he said. 
‘between Serie A clubs during the season first job as a head coach. “| have my dignity and I don’t like to be 
— and Mancini was assistant coach at “In the past we have already had insulted.” INJ U RY L AY-OFF 
Lazio under Sven Goran Eriksson for the Arrigo Sacchi leave the national team to g 


Scoglio had taken over in September 
1998 from Poland’s Henri Kasperczak 
after Tunisia’s poor showing in the World 
Cup finals in France. Known in Italy as “Il 
Professore” (the professor), it was his first 
coaching job outside his home country. 

Despite persistent rumours of his depar- 
ture, Scoglio, whose contract expired in 
2003, had said he intended to coach 
‘Tunisia until next year if the North African 
side qualify for the 2002 World Cup finals 
in South Korea and Japan. 

His resignation was accepted by FTF 
President Khaled Sancho, the official TAP 


take over at Milan during a season and 
this term Marco Tardelli left the Italy 
under-21 squad to coach Inter, but we 
don’t want to make a big issue out of 
this,” said Sconcerti. 

“The rule is there to stop people jump- 
ing benches in mid-season. But Roberto 
was only assistant to Eriksson and then 
he went off to England as a player.” 

But Bari coach Eugenio Faschetti, 
whose side entertain Fiorentina on 
Sunday, has opposed any bending of the 
rules for Mancini. 

“The rules are clear. It is not right that 
Mancini coaches Fiorentina — he can 


start of the campaign. 

Whether assistants are also affected by 
this rule is unclear, although the Italian 
Football League has signalled its 

| approval for Mancini to take oyer. 

Wednesday's final decision will be 
made by the Italian Football Federation, 
the Italian Coaches’ Federation and the 
Italian Footballers’ Association, the 
Gazetta reported. 

Meanwhile, Fiorentina said Luciano 
Chiarugi would be in charge for Sunday's 

~ match in Bari, while Mancini is restricted 
to the stands. 

Fiorentina have asked Chiarugi, who 


iserslautern’s French inter‘na- 
midfielder — Youri 
jorkaeff will remain out of 


action for at least four weeks because of 
a broken toe, the German first division 
club said last week, 

Djorkaeff sustairted the injury warming 
up for last week Tuesday’sfriendly 
between France and Germany at the Stade 
de France, which the hosts won 1-0. The 
player said that he expected to be side- 
lined for 10 days. 


Roberto Mancini: Fiorentina job 
hanging in the balance. 
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r Tittle can drawn from the game. | 
wi jout Gabriel Batistuta and | 


‘eral relatively new faces in the team. They are preparing for 
the 2002 World Cup and games such as these are useful 
froman iperimenting point of view. 
2 Ttaly has is on the berich - ~ Trapattoni.. 
ite and has been around a long time, In 
‘short, ‘he is the ideal man at this stage to lead Ualy in a 
World Cup qualifying campaign. 

At club level as a coach in the Serie A and in the 
Bundesliga in | Germany, Trapattoni was without peer. Titles 
flowed with Juventus, Inter and Bayern Munich. 

‘A successful World Cup qualifying campaign and a suc- 
‘cessful World Cup, Would be the icing on the cake of a truly 
‘wonderful career. 


i ‘ei isno longer coach of Fiorentina and has been 

laced by Roberto Mancini. Everyone knew: that 

‘Terim’s days were numbered in Florence because it was no 

Secret that recently he and club President, Vittorio Cecchi | 
Gori, didn’t see eye to eye, f 

Furthermore, Terim’s name was constantly linked to AC 
Milan: who are undergoing a bad period by their usual high 
standards. 

‘Their coach, Alberto Zaccheroni, can be considered his- 
tory! The club President, Silvio Berlusconi, had him in the 
firing line after a poor pre-season game against Real } 
Madrid. 

‘And there is worse for poor old Zaccheroni. Club Vice- 
President, Adriano Galliani, came out in the media (o assure | 
all that Zaccheroni was safe after Juventus beat AC Milan | 
3-0. The dreaded public vote of confidence! | 

‘The’ club president in Italian football is too powerful as 
many coaches have found out. After all he pays your wages 
and he will fire you if necessary, 

‘This year has already seen Marcello Lippi depart Inter, | 
Sven Goran Eriksson leave Lazio, Alberto Malesani and | 
Arrigo Sacchi both departed Parma, and Zdenek Zeman was | 
sacked at Napoli, 

But back to Fiorentina. Mancini’s career as a player was 
excellent and he can consider himself very unlucky not to 
have played for Italy on many more occasions. | 

Tn 1982, as an‘18 year old, Bologna signed him for a } 
ia fee. He then ae for Sampdoria for over a decade: | 


playing days, at Lazio, i 
’ After-he retired last year, he made no secret of the fact } | 
that he wanted to become a coach. So off to all the coach- } 
ing courses he went. \ 
“The irony was that his old friend Vialli, who had gone to 
ourses at all, was already coaching at Chelsea. 
iall 


| in protest. Antognoni is of 
an Italian icon. There ts no 


Mancini because the city of, 


ie 


Inter Milan midfielder Clarence Seedorf shields the 
ball from a Roma defender, 


AC MILAN 2 
PARMA 2 


bl Baas Parma held 
struggling AC Milan to 
their fifth home draw of the 
season. 

Paolo Maldini gave AC 
Milan the lead, volleying 
home from the edge of the 
box after 22 minutes. Savo 
Milosevic equalised two 
minutes later for Parma after 
a poor back pass from 
defender Luigi Sala. 

Andres Guglieminpietro 
headed Milan into the lead 
five minutes into the second 
half but Brazilian Amoroso 
levelled the score, slotting 
home a shot from close range 
in the 80th minute. 


BARI 2 


FIORENTINA 1 
| Free in playing under 

new interim manager 
Luciano Chiarugi, took the 
Jead in the 40th minute 
thanks to a brilliant Rui 
Costa left-foot sirike. 

Bari equalised three min- 
utes later as young Antonio 
Cassano dribbled past goal- 
keeper Francesco Toldo and 
slotted the ball home. 

Bottom-of-the-table Bari 
took the lead in the 87th 
minute when Swedish inter- 
national Daniel Andersson 
converted a penalty after 
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Saliou Lassissi had brought 
Yksel Osmanovski down in 
the box and held on for their 
fourth victory of the year. 


AS ROMA 3 
INTER MILAN 2 


Le took a shock lead 
when Christian Vieri 
volleyed home in the 8th 
minute. 

Roma were level within 
two minutes as Marcos 
Asssuncao’s free-kick passed 
throught a crowded area into 
the bottom comer. 

‘They then took the lead in 
the 27th minute when anoth- 
er Assuncao free-kick rattled 
off the crossbar and Montella 
reacted quickly to head home 
the'rebound. 

Roma looked to be firmly 
in control until the stroke of 
halftime when Vieri raced on 
to a long ball from Recoba 
and fired past Francesco 
Antonioli to put Inter level at 
the break. 

Fabio Capello’s side 
grabbed the winner four min- 
utes from time thanks to a 
close-range near post header 
from Montella. 


NAPOLI 1 
LECCE 1 


razilian Edmundo scored 
his second goal of the 
season in the SIst minute to 


give Napoli the lead. 
Croatian Davor Vugrinec 
equalised in the 76th minute 
with his seventh goal of the 
season, giving Lecce their 
fourth away draw of the year. 


PERUGIA 1 
VICENZA 0 


japtain Marco Materazzi 

scored his eighth goal of 
the season with a 4lst- 
minute penalty as surprising 
Perugia won for the fifth time 
at home this year. 

Tt was the seventh away 
defeat of the season for 
Vicenza, who are second 
from bottom in the table. 


UDINESE 0 
JUVENTUS 2 


ianluca Zambrotta put 

Juventus in front in the 
38th minute, slotting home a 
rebound from an Alessandro 
Del Piero free-kick that came 
off the crossbar. 

Filippo Inzaghi headed 
home their second from close 
range in the 60th minute, the 
Italy interational’s 10th goal 
of the season. It-was the: 
fourth successive win for 
second-placed Juventus and 
their 13th of the season. 

Del Piero was sent off nine 
minutes from the end for a 
second bookable offence. 
Two minutes later Udinese’s 
Brazilian player Alberto suf- 
fered a similar fate. 


VERONA 2 
ATALANTA 1 


‘miliano Salvetti scored 

twice, the second coming 

in injury time as Verona won 

their fifth home match of the 
year. 

Salvetti had given Verona 


the lead after 11 minutes but 
Atalanta’s Cristiano Doni 
equalised three minutes 
before-halftime witha well- 
taken strike from the edge of 
the box. 

Salvetti clinched victory 
just into injury time when he 
blasted home an Omar 
Camoranesi cross to hand 
Atalanta their fifth losg of the 
season, 


BRESCIA 0 
LAZIO 1 


arcelo Salas scored in 

the 59th minute to give 

Lazio their seventh win in 

eight league matches under 
manager Dino Zoff. 

Before Salas's seventh 

goal of the season Brescia 


Wen 


Ae HpaI Vina} 


Si Si! 


had come close 0 taking the 
lead several times, with strik- 
er Dario Hubner and defend- 
er Pierpaolo Bisoli both hit- 
ting the woodwork. 

It was third-placed Lazio’s, 
sixth consecutive away wi 


REGGINA 2 
BOLOGNA 1 


idfielder Andrea 
Zanchetta opened the 
scoring for Reggina after 
eight minutes and Francesco 
Cozza made it 2-0 three min- 
utes before halftime. 
Giuseppe Signori pulled 
one back for Bologna in the 
69th minute but could not 
prevent Reggina from claim- 
ing their fifth league victory 
of the season. 


Lazio striker, Hernan Crespo (left) attempts to dribble past Brescia midfielder 


Emanuel Filipini._ 


LEEDS 1 
MAN. UNITED 1 


‘abien Barthez was both villain 
and hero within minutes at the 
end of a scoreless first half, 

The Manchester United goalkeep- 
er and French international kicked 
Tan Harte in his own penalty area, 
escaped with only a booking, then 
atoned by diving to his right to save 
Harte’s spot kick. 

Luke Chadwick opened the scor- 
ing in the 64th minute with his sec- 
ond goal for Manchester United, tap- 
ping home after Nigel Martyn could 
only parry Ole Gunnar Solskjacr's 
fierce shot. 

Mark Viduka equalised 20 minutes 
later with a header and Leeds were 
unlucky not to take all three points 
when the linesman raised his flag for 
offside after Manchester defender 
‘Wes Brown slid the ball into his own 
net in injury time. 

‘There were fierce protests from the 
Leeds players, but the referee stuck to 
hisGuns, thus allowing Manchester to 
escape with a share of the spoils. 


MAN. CITY 0 
SOUTHAMPTON 1 


anchester City remained third 

from the bottom after conced- 
ing the only goal of the match at 
Maine Road, 

Dan Petrescu's second goal for 
Southampton was enough for victory 
and City, who created most of the 
chances without enjoying any luck, 
have now taken only 12 points from 
15 home games. 


ARSENAL 3 
WEST HAM 0 


rsenal's French striker Sylvain 
Wiltord took full advantage of 
some indifferent defending by veter- 
an Stuart Pearce to score twice in the 
opening 15 minutes. 
He scored another in the 39th 
minute against the injury-depleted 
West Ham side to record the first hat- 


bese 


Arsenal's hattrick hero, Sylvain Wiltord (top) evades West Ham 
defender, Stuart Pearce. 


(rick by an Arsenal player against 
their London rivals since Brian Kidd 
25 years ago. 

Arsenal, who welcomed back cap- 
fain Tony Adams and Lee Dixon in 
defence, relaxed after the interval but 
could still have doubled the score, +. : 2: 
with the menancing presence of lead Middlesbrough's Alen Boksic look- 
goalscorer, Thierry Henry in the sec- mg the most likely to break the dead- 
ond half, eek 


The Croatian was a constant dan- 
COVENTRY 0 ger, firing a free kick in the 42nd 
CHELSEA 0 


minute over the bar and forcing Mark 
Fish to scramble the ball off the line 
loventry goalkeeper Chris 
Kirkland denied Chelsea with a 


fate on. 
series of acrobatic saves, diverting a 


DERBY COUNTY 2 
shot from Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 
around the post and tipping over a TOTTENHAM 1 


Gus Poyet header. elgian Branko Strupar, starting 

Substitute Mario Stanic looked set for only the fourth time this sea- 
to give Chelsea their first away win SOM after a succession of groin and 
of the season after luring Kirkland off hamstring injuries, opened the scor- 


his line but shot over the bar. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 0 
CHARLTON 0 


either side could capitalise on 
the few chances created, with 


: Ipswich Town . 
" Coventry City . 
“se aa Derby County . 


Middlesbrough. 
Arsenal .... 


1, Manchester United 
2. Arsenal 


3. Ipswich Town 


4, Liverpool 
5. Leicester City 
6. Leeds United 
7. Sunderland 
8. Charlton Athletic 
9, Southampton 
“ 10. Chelsea 

ee 11, Newcastle United 

i 12. Tottenham Hotspur 
13. West Ham United 
14, Derby County 


15, Aston Villa 


16. Everton 


17. Middlesbrough 


18. Manchester City 


Manchester United midfielder, David Beckham (right) escapes the 
tackle of Leeds’ defender, Dominic Matteo. 


19. Coventry City 
20. Bradford City 


ing in the 12th minute and added a 
penalty in the 33rd. 

‘An own goal by — dreadlocked 
Nigerian international,Taribo West in 
the 70th minute put Derby under 
unnecessary pressure and they were 
fortunate to cling to their lead as 
Tottenham attacked. 


EVERTON 1 
NEWCASTLE 1 


yess David — Unsworth 
endured agony with an own goal 
for Everton in the 47th minute before 
redeeming himself with a cool penal- 
ty in the 82nd minute. 

Paul Gascoigne, who came on in 
the final 10 minutes for his first 
match in four months, offered to take 
the penalty but Unsworth stepped up 
to give Everton the equaliser. 


LEICESTER CITY 2 
LIVERPOOL 0 


de Akinbiyi scored his eighth 

goal of the season after a score- 
less first half to give Leicester a 
deserved lead, 

Liverpool replied with constant 
pressure on the Leicester defence,led 
by Neil Lennon and Stuart Impey, 
which proved impregnable despite 
the introduction of Michael Owen 
and Danny Murphy Muzzy Izzet, 
after being put through by Stewart 
Benjamin, then put the result beyond 
doubt in injury time to move 
Leicester level on 45points with the 
League Cup winners in the standings. 


IPSWICH 3 
BRADFORD 1 


pswich have strengthened their 

European Champions League 
claims by beating relegation bound 
Bradford 3-1, and leap-frogging 
Liverpool into third place. 

Benito Carbone gave Bradford the 
lead with a 30-metre free-kick in the 
29th minute but Dutch forward 
Martijn Réuser struck after 59 and 72 
minutes to put Ipswich ahead. 


Bradford City. 
Chelsea ... 
Tottenham Hotspur 
Newcastle United 
Manchester United 
Liverpool . 
Southampton . 
Charlton Athletic 
West Ham . 


Nee Dwresteucecmaanears 
BRRS Rep eH hb wcecwmocasann 


* 


by Julian Murphy 


lhe yearly scrap for survival at the bottom of the 

English Premiership is akin to a bunch of kids 

squabbling at the top of a playground slippery-dip. 
Yet this is a slippery-dip that no one is keen to have a 
shot at. With each defeat the little ones are forced onto 
the ladder and eventually three of them will take a ride 
from which they may never return, 

Bradford City has spent most of the season in front of 
the other kids, perched precariously at the top of the slip- 
pery dip. The Bantams haven't had much to cheer about 
since their second game of the season, when they upset 
‘Cheisea at the Valley Parade. Unfortunately, since then 
Chelsea have been exposed as anything but big guns 
away from home, and Bradford have stumbled along at 
the bottom of the table winning only two more games, 

With ten games to go Bradford City have slipped 
down the slippery-dip and are only remaining in the top 
flight by hanging on to the handrail with their little fin- 
ger. There doesn’t seem to be any desperate writhing or 
squealing from the Bantams as one would expect froma 
club in such peril. Maybe they are resigned to their fate 
and, after a couple of stomps on the little finger by other 
sides, they will slip meekly down to the Nationwide 
League. 

Coventry City haye taken up Bradford's position at 
the edge of the slide and as each weck passes they look 
like accompanying the Yorkshire club down into the 
abyss they have avoided for so long. Last weekend they 
could only manage a goalless draw at home to Chelsea, 
a result that hasn't really helped. their predicament, 
Picking up a point against a strong side like Chelsea is 
only beneficial if Coventry can take three points from 
other struggling-clubs. 

Coventry isn’t doing that and it’s hard to see them 
winning five of their last nine games. Yet, if Gordon 
Strachan’s team can survive to the last day, you would, 
have to give them every chance of staying up as in the 

t they have done well with their backs to the wall. 

Manchester City fans have done it tougher than most 
cover the last few years and it doésn’t look as if they will 
spend too much time in the sun in the near future. The: 
sublime skill of Georgi Kinkladze couldn't prevent City. 
being one of foul” teams relegated from the Premier 
League on the last day of the 1994-95 season, Six years 
of hell followed, only ending with City regaining 
Premiership status last April. 

Joe Royle’s side has some tough and spirited foot- 

balers in his squad, typified by Australian Danny Tiatto 
who, as a certain internet poll would have it, has been the. 
best player in the league this season. But fight doesn’t 
always win the night: Expect City to disappear, especial- 
ly if they continue to play like they did in the recent 1-0 
home loss to Southampton. 
_ .When Terry Venables arrived at Riverside Stadium to 
help good mate Bryan Robson, Middlesbrough were 
finding league points as easy to come across as sunshine 
in Siberia, The former England and Australia boss began 
his tenure with a 1-0 defeat to Sunderland before things, 
began to tum around, Just before Teesiders could dub 
Venables King Midas, Boro decided to play the way they, 
didat the start of the season. Saturday's 0-0 draw against 
Charlton was Boro’s eighth game without a win and they. 
are only two points clear of the relegation zone. “If they. 
do go down, it will be the second time that Boro is proof 
that spending money on high-profile players doesn’ tnec- 
essarily guarantee success, 

Breathing a little easier than the tenerife 
teams are Everton and Aston Villa. Neither side is out of 
the woods just yet, but they do have a few points head 
start, Villa also has a few extra games in hand that could 
end up being crucial, Fans of these two clubs will be ask- 
ing why their teams are even at this end of the table, The 
two teams met in November and the game, won by Villa, 
proved fo be a tuming point for both of them. Everton 
Jost the rejuvenated Paul Gascoigne to injury and Villa 
began a steady slide down the | table after a spot in 
European competition Appeared attainable, 

A further point up the table sits Jim Smith's Derby 
County. The Rams scored an invaluable 2-1 win over 
Tottenham on the weekend and their recent form sug- 
gests they will stay up this year. Derby were the last team 
in England to pick up a league win this season and their 
improvement has been about as surprising as Aston 
Villa's nosedive. They have a good young side and 
should improve next season. * 
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wede Sven Goran Eriksson has 

marked his debut as England 

coach in style with a 3-0 victo- 
ry over Spain in a friendly at an icy 
Villa Park, 

Liverpool midfielder Nick Barmby 
gave England the lead against the run 
of play after 38 minutes from a pass by 
club mate Michael Owen in front of 
42,129 spectators at the home of Aston 
Villa. It was England's first interna- 
tional there since 1958, 

Eriksson, England's first foreign 
coach, made seven changes in the sec- 
ond half and Liverpool striker Emile 
Heskey (55) and Middlesbrough 
defender Ugo Ehiogu (70), both from 
Frank Lampard corners, completed a 
convincing victory. 

A poor night for Spain was summed 
up when substitute Javier Moreno saw 


International briendiiies 


ERIKSSON'S ENGLAND 
SHOCKS SPAIN 


France 

Germany - 
inedine Zidane scored with a crashing 
left-foot shot in the 27th minute to give 

Le Cup holders and European 

champions France a 1-0 win at home to 

Germany in a friendly international at the 

Stade de France, 

World Player of the Year Zidane net- 
ted his 17th goal for France as the home 
side scored their third straight win over 
Germany and extended their unbeaten 
record to nine matches stretching back to 
the European Championships fast June, 

Germany, rebuilding under new coach 
Rudi Voeller, suffered their second 
straight defeat after a loss to Denmark in 
a friendly last November, 

Zidane's goal followed a cross from 
the right from Willy Sagnol, who was 
playing in only his second international. 

The Juventus midfielder controlled 
the ball on his thigh, held off a challenge 
and then lashed the ball into the net. 

"It's always a good thing... for the 
coach... the players and the fans to beat 


ZIDANE MAGIC STALL 
GERMAN MACHINE 


Ii was the home side who created the best 
early opportunities and Sylvain Wiltord freed 
Nicolas Anelka after nine minutes only for the 
Paris St Germain player to delay his shot too 
long. 

Anelka beat the offside trap but shot weakly 
and was thwarted by Kahn after 55"mninutes and 
after four straight comers, Marcel Desailly's 
weak 73rd-minute shot was blocked by Kahn's 
legs, 


his 79th-minute penalty saved by 
England goalkeeper Nigel Martyn. 


Germany.” said French coach Roger 


England midfielder Nicky Butt (left) challenges Spanish striker ashe French striker Nicholas Anelka (left) struggles 


Gaizka Mendieta for the ball. 


rgentina produced a 

superb performance to 

come from behind and 
beat Italy 2-1 in a friendly and 
could easily have won by more 
against their timid hosts. 

Stefano Fiore put Italy ahead in 
the 26th minute of a vibrant match 
played in front of just 20,000 fans 
‘on a damp wintry evening at the 
Olympic Stadium. 

But Valencia’s Kily Gonzalez 
scored a brilliant equaliser in the 
36th minute and Lazio's Hernan 
Crespo scored their winner four 


Marcelo Bielsa's young side 
coped with the European champi- 
onhip finalists with embarrassing 
Cc —— 

For long periods of the game 
they flicked the ball around among 
themselves in midfield to cries of 
Ole” from theif small but vocal 
group of fans. 

Midfielder Juan Sorin hit the 
inside of Gianluigi Buffon's left 
hand post with a first-half header 
and Crespo, who could easily have 
had a hat-trick, had a goal mysteri- 
ously ruled out by French referee 
Alain Sars in the dying minutes. 

Italy, who have been strong in 
their World Cup qualifying cam- 
paign, looked strangely wooden and 
their striking partnership of Filippo 
Inzaghi and Christian Vieri was 
given sparse service from midfield. 

This was the first time Argentina 


with German defender Christian Woerms. Z 


90 minutes. Their only previous 
victory came on penalties in their 
last encounter — in the semi-finals 
‘of the'1990 World Cup. 

“We made a bit of a shaky start 
butafter that we dominated much of 
the match, we had a lot of good pos- 
session and we created chances," 
Bielsa said. "If we'd have been 
slightly better at taKing those 
chances we could have won by a 
wider margin." 

Crespo sealed Argentina's win 
when he nipped inside Maldini 
early in the second half to meet a 
low cross from the left from. 
Gonzalez. 

Wednesday's clash was the 13th 
between the two great footballing 
nations since they first met in Rome 
in 1954. Italy have won six, 
Argentina three and four games 


Argentine erate Walter Samuel (left) contests the ball with Italian midfielder 


have ended in draws, 
Damiano Tommasi. 


minutes after the interval. 


SWEDEN BLOW 
AWAY TINY MALTA 


Sweden 3h . i oo nigaria beat Jordan 2-0 in an interna. 
. tional friendly in the Jordanian capital, 
Malta 0 i. 


but wasted a number of good scoring 
opportunities and should have won by a big- 


had ever beaten Maly at home over 


‘Corneliusson made no 


weden won a one- ger 
sided friendly interna- mistake when he scored the = . 3 Defender Krasuimin Glaraakov. of Ravenna 
tional 3-0 against opener with only goalkeeper ppendd the sconoratiatienss ante lng 
Malta with Celtic striker Ernest Barry to beat after ates-before the breakeand Celtic: midfitlder 
Henrik Larsson the inspira- Larsson dummied the defend- Sillah Petrov adobe second ace vase nam 
tion behind their victory. ers to create his chance, while Servette striker Martin Petrov in the 55th minute. 
He had a hand in all three Larsson, set up by Arsenal The Jordanian players found it difficult to 
goals as Sweden totally dom- midfielder Fredrik cope with the speed of the Bulgarians, who dom- 
inated the match, played in Ljungberg, scored with a bril- inated the match without adding to their lead. 
pouring rain, liantly executed chip five Bulgaria's coach Stoicho Mladenov said after 
Goals from Karl — minutes before the break. the match Jordan had surprised him by the way 
Corneliusson (30), Larsson~ Larsson provided the pass |. é 2: they defended, 
(40) and Hakan Mild (78) — for Mild to add the third and 3 "We could have scored more goals but | am 
gave Sweden victory with complete an easy workout satisfied with the team’s play. 
goalkeeper Magnus Hedman _ before their World Cup quali- "It was a useful match ahead of our World 
only having one comer to fiers against Macedonia and Cup qualifiers in March against Iceland and 
save the entire match, Moldova next month. Northern Ireland,” Mladenoy added. 


Martin Petrov (right) tackles 


‘Sided Mister Herik tate 200 does past Jordanian striker Haisem Al-Shbool. 


Maltese defender Darren Debomo. 
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FRENCH CHAMPIONNAT 
PSG GRAB FIRST 
WIN IN TWO MONTHS 


Lyon's Mare Vivien-Foe (left) stops Marc 
Wilmots of Bordeaux. 


P= St Germain warmed up for their Champions 
‘League trip to Deportivo Coruna with a 3-0 win at 
home to Toulouse, 

A superb long-range goal from Nigerian intemational Jay 
Jay Okocha was the highlight as PSG won for the first time 
since January. 

Elsewhere, a Bruno Cheyrou goal gave Lille a 1-0 win at 
home to Olympique Marseille on Saturday and put them three 
points clear at the top of the French first division. 

Cheyrou scored with a stunning long-range shot as last 
year’s second division champions moved on to 50 points, 
three clear of Sedan, who were held 2-2 by RC Lens, and 
Nantes, who visit Stade Rennes on Sunday. 

Olympique Lyon and Girondins Bordeaux are both on 46 
after Lyon beat Bordeaux 2-1, 

Lens, without a win in nine matches, led Sedan 1-0 at half- 
time thanks to a Lamine Sakho goal but Sedan maintained 
their unbeaten home record after taking the lead with goals 
from Olivier Quint and substitute Cedric Mionnet. 

Charles-Eduoard Corridon gave Lens a share of the points 
with an equaliser eight minutes from the end of a match 
marked by 10 yellow cards, 

Brazilian striker Sonny Anderson netted the winner in the 
‘82nd minute as Lyon came from behind to beat Bordeaux and 
stay in contention for their first league title. 

Former French international striker Tony Vairelles, playing 
against his old team, put visitors Bordeaux into an early lead 
but Steve Marlet equalised for Lyon after the break, 

Anderson scored the decider eight minutes from the end, 
hitting a fitst-time shot past Rame after a clever backhee! from 
Dhorasoo, It was the Brazilian's 14th goal of the season, 
putting him joint top in the goalscorers’ race. 

‘AJ Auxerre beat Monaco 1-0, En Avant Guingamp won I- 
away to Strasbourg, Metz beat St Etienne 3-0 in a relegation 
‘battle and Bastia and Troyes drew 2-2 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


BAYERN MUNICH 
BEATEN 


erman champions Bayern Munich missed out on the 

ance to regain top spot in the Bundestiga after suf- 

fering a shock 3-2 defeat at Hansa Rostock on 
Saturday. 

Second-placed Bayem’s seventh league defeat of the season 
allowed Borussia Dortmund, who hammered Eintracht 
Frankfurt 6-1 on Friday, to maintain pole position by one point. 
Third-placed Schalke-04, three points behind Dortmund, can 
capture the lead on goal difference if they beat Hamburg SV on 
Sunday, 

Bayem, who often struggle against unglamorous opposition, 
have now lost two more matches than in their entire ttle-win- 
ning campaign last season, 

“Rostock have beaten a big name again and we helped them 
do that,” said Bayern coach Oumar Hitzfeld. 

“In the second half we just lost control of the game. That sort 
of thing should simply not happen to a top team like Bayern.” 

Rostock’s victory moved them up to eleventh place and their 
performance drew praise from coach Friedhelm Funkel 

Rostock took a 29th-minute lead through Nigerian striker 
Victor Agali, who exploited a blunder from Jens Jeremies to 
score from close range. 

Ghanaian defender Samuel Kuffour was left unmarked 0 
cequalise from a Mehmet Scholl free kick three minutes later. 

But Rostock kept plugging away and Togolese_ striker 
Bachirou Salou danced his way past the entire Bayer defence 
to put them 2-1 up with a superb effort in the SIst minute, 

Bayern went 3-1 down 10 minutes later when Swede 


Dortmund's Bobic (left) and teammate 
Christian Worns celebrating. 


Andreas Jakobsson headed home a freekick. 

‘The visitors pulled one back through Jeremies in the 66th 
minute but it proved to be just a consolation. 

Bayern’s misery was completed when Germany goalkeeper 
liver Kahn was sent off for a second bookable offence just 
before the final whistle. 

Bayern, who have been far more impressive in Europe than 
in their domestic duties this season, will try to restore some 
pride when they visit Olympique Lyon of France in the 
Champions League on Tuesday. 

ne point is all they need to make sure of a quarter-final 
berth 


PRIMERA LIGA 


RIVALDO, RAUL ENSURE 
BERNABEU STALEMATE 


Rivaldo celebrating one of his goals 
against Read Madrid. 


arcelona Brazilian forward Rivaldo fired in two. 
wunning equalisers and then saw a deflected injury- 

ime strike disallowed for offside as Saturday's 

clash with Real Madrid ended in a controversial 2-2 draw. 

Real took the lead at the Bernabeu after seven minutes 
of a furiously contested game as Raul sneaked in behind 
Frank de Boer to convert a wild cross-shot from Roberto 
Carlos, 

Rivaldo hauled Barca back into contention on 35 min- 
utes with a great finish from Luis Enrique’s through ball, 
but Real were back in front within a minute as Raul tapped 
in his second after a Steve McManaman strike was half- 
cleared. 

Rivaldo collected his second equaliser with a threaded 
shot from outside the area on 70 minutes and he appeared 
to have given his side a famous win with a minute to play 
as his shot was deflected in off Ivan Helguera 

‘The referee ruled the “goal” offside, though, and Real 
clinched a draw that extended their lead to five points. 

Reigning champions Deportivo Coruna stayed second 
after they were handed a 2-1 defeat at Real Mallorca. 
Third-placed Valencia drew 1-1 at Real Zaragoza. 

Barcelona remained fourth, still nine points behind 
their arch-rivals but with their pride restored after domi- 
nating the game on Real territory. 

Deportivo Coruna slumped to a 2-1 defeat at Real 
Mallorca on Saturday as the Spanish champions failed to 
keep the pressure on Real Madrid ahead of their key clash 
with Barcelona. 

‘A third minute goal from Samuel Etoo gave Mallorca a 
perfect start and Arie! Ibagaza doubled the lead on 64 min- 
utes with a neat finish from Alberto Luque’s cross. 

Roy Makaay pulled one back 1 minutes from time but 
the reply came too late to spark a successful fightback. 

‘The result left Deportivo Coruna second on 48 points, 
five behind leaders Real Madrid. 

Real Sociedad moved out of the relegation zone with a 
20 win at home to UEFA Cup quarter-finalists Rayo 
Vallecano 


Lille 1 Olympique Marseille 0, AJ Auxerre 1 Monaco 
0, Sedan 2. RC Lens 2, Metz 3 St Bticnne 0, Paris St 
Germain 3. Toulouse 0, Strasbourg 0 En Avant 
Guingamp 1, Bastia 2 Troyes 2, Stade Rennes y Nantes 
kickoff 1945 GMT. 
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‘TSV 1860 Munich 1 Bayer Leverkusen 0, Schalke 04.0 
Hamburg SV 1, Hansa Rostock 3 Bayer Munich 2, 
Energie Cottbus 0 Kaiserslautern 2, Werder Bremen 3. $C 
Freiburg 1, VIB Stuttgart 2 ViL Wolfsburg 1, SpVgg 
Unierhaching 2 VfL. Bochum 1, Cologne 1 Hertha Berlin 
@, Borussia Dortmund 6 Eintracht Frankfurt 1. 


P: 
1. Borussia D. a 
2. Bayern Munich 24 
3. Schalke 04 pa 
4. Bayer Leverkusen24 
5, Kaiserslautern 24 
6. Hertha Berlin 23 
7, Werder Bremen 24 
8. SC Freiburg 
9. 1860 Munich 
10.Cologne 
fi VEL Wolfsburg: 


29 
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Celta Vigo I Real Oviedo 0, Espanyol 0 Alaves 0, Las 
Palmas 0 Athletic Bilbao 0, Numancia 1 Racing 
Santander 0, Osasuna 2 Valladolid 1, Villarreal | Malaga 
2, Real Mallorca 2 Deportivo Coruna 1, Real Sociedad 2 
Rayo Vallecano 0, Real Madrid 2 Barcelona 2, Real 
Zaragoza | Valencia |. 


Pts 
53 


P 
1, Real Madrid 25 
2. Deportivo C. 25 


boatbuen 


S 
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9. Malaga 

10. Ath. Bilbao 25 
1} Espanyol 25 
12. Valladolid 25 
13. Celta Vigo 25 
14. Las Palmas 25 
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WORLD LEAGUES 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Sparta Rotterdam 5 Twente Enschede 1, Utrecht 1 
Fortuna Sittard 0, NEC Nijmegen 1 AZ Alkmaar 1, 
Vitesse Arnhem 0) Feyenoord 0, RBC Roosendaal | 
Ajax Amsterdam 3, PSV Eindhoven 0 Roda JC 
Kerkrade 0, Willem II Tilburg 6 Graafschap 
Doetinchem 0, RKC Waalwijk 0 NAC Breda 0, 
Heerenveen 0 Groningen 0. 


Vd 
1. PSV Eindhoven 24 
2, Feyenoord 23 
3. Ajax Amsterdam 23 
4. Vitesse Arnhem 23 
5. Roda JC 
6. RKC Waalwijk 
7, Utrecht 
8, Willem IT 
9, NEC Nijmegen 
10. NAC Breda 
11. Twente Ensch, 
12, Heerenveen 
13. Groningen 
14. AZ Alkmaar 
15, Rotterdam 
16, Graafschap D. 
17. Roosendaal 3 
18. Fortuna Sittard 23 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Dunfermline Athletic 0 Celtic 3, Hibernian | 
Motherwell 1, Dundee United: 4 St Mirren 0, 
Kilmarnock 0 Aberdeen 0, Rangers 2 Hearts 0, St 
Johnstone 2 Dundee 3. 
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P 
1.Celtic “29 
2. Rangers: 
3. Hibernian 
4. Kilmarnock 
5. Hearts 
6, Dunfermline 
7. Motherwell 
8. Dundee 
9. St Johnstone 
10. Aberdeen 
11. Dundee United 
12, St Mirren 


BELGIUM FIRST DIVISION 


Lokeren 2 Westerlo 0, Club Bruges 0 Harelbeke 0, 
Lierse 0 Anderlecht 0, Excelsior Mouscron 0 
Beveren 0, Ghent | Charleroi 1, Genk 1 Antwerp 1, 
Germinal Beerschot 4 Mechelen 1, La Louviere 3 
Eendracht Aalst 0, Standard Liege 1 Sint-Truiden 1. 


DARIAADCLSEY 


Pos 


1. Anderlecht 
2. Club Bruges 
3. Standard Liege 
4. Ghent 

5. Westerlo 

6. Germinal B. 
7. Mouseron 

8. Charleroi 

9. Lokeren 

10, Lierse 

11. Beveren 

12. Genk 

13, Antwerp 

14. Aalst 

15. Harelbeke 
16. Sint-Truiden 
17. La Louviere 
18. Mechelen 
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CANT AS 


THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
| WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
PERTH GLORY 21 11 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
MARCONI STALLIONS 21 10 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
SYDNEY UNITED 21 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 20 
CANBERRA COSMOS 
FOOTBALL KINGZ __. 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 
EASTERN PRIDE 21 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 
(Petkovic og 17, Rufer 38, Campbell 76) 


(Despotouski 32, Eaddy og 72, Harnwell 90) 


Venue; Jace Stadium. Crowd: 3,872, Referee: M. Breeze, 
‘Cautions: Davis (FK) 55. 


Teams: FOOTBALL KINGZ: Eaddy, Lines, Osman, Rufer (Ibrahim 68), 
Davis, Urlovic, Bluhm, Campbell, Cartwright (Van Steeden 63), Douglas, 
Burton (Ngata 27), 

PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Harnwell, Naven, Despotovski (Mrdja 55), 
Junior, Mori, Faria, Pryce, Carbone, Roberts (Buljubasic 46), Deans, 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
(Petrouski 46, 47, 69, Ceccoli 50, Crews 83 og) 
1 
(Roodenburg 28) 
Venue: WIN Stadium. Crowd: 3,844. Referee: E, Lennie, 
Cautions: Ardone (PP) 22, Thompson (PP} 32, Middleby (WW) 41, Souris (WW) 62, 


Teams: WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Anastasiadis, Souris (Nicolson 75), 
Ceccoli, Stanton, Cervinski, Horsley, Reid (Blake 81), Petrovski (Harries 77), 


Young, Middleby. 
PARRAMATTA POWER: Crews, Barrett, Tobin, Ardone (Berry 76), Griffiths, 
eo Blagojevic, Thompson (Clark 76), Santalab (Vrkic 78), Roodenburg, 


| NORTHERN SPIRIT 
(Burgess 61, Cagalj 89 og) 
| (Howson 28 og, Veart 56, Pelosi 60) 


| Venue: North Sydney Oval, Crowd: 6,106, Referee: M. Shield, 
| Cautions: Thomas (NS) 71 


‘Teams: NORTHERN SPIRIT: Perosh, Cunico, Langdon, Smith, 
ele eed Burgess, Spencer, Griffiths (Watkins 53), 


| ADELAIDE CHTY FORCE: Coal, Lagati, Kovacevic, Bucciaelli, Brain 
| (erminello 85), Vear, Vidmar, Hassell, Tunbridge, Karlovic, Pelosi 


